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': Victory in Death 
By Frank C. Wellman 


. Exod. 16: 1-15 
Exod. 20 : 12-17 


OMETIMES, with purpose born of changeless love, 
But veiled inscrutably from human mind, 
God calls earth’s choicest ones to joys above, 
And strikes with numbing loss those left behind. 


With chastening hand he pilucks our fairest flowers, 
The buds that bloom, and, blooming, droop and die; 

Transplanting them to grace his heavenly bowers, 
And leaves our human gardens all awry. 


We cannot with our feeble, finite gaze 
The vastness of his purposes explore ; 
We cannot spell the secret of his ways, 
Or compass love that pains to love the more. 


We only know that every wound he heals, 
His soothing balm for every hurt imparts ; 
We only know the Burden-bearer kneels 
To lift the cross from heavy-laden hearts. 


PittspurG, Pa, 


Getting Up to the Higher Fighting 
Victory over temptation brings the assurance of 
deeper, subtler kinds of temptation. But this refine- 
ment of attack comes only after the blunter, coarser 
attacks have been overcome and left behind. Many 
~-sotls never get beyond the lower stages of fighting. 
The reason for this is that they do not conquer in those 
fights as they might if they would give God the control. 
For refusal to yield to grosser sin gives one the right 
to subtler fights; and yielding in the lower ‘plane 
cheats one of the privilege of the finer-kind of stragglé, 





The man to whom the glass of whisky, or the indul- ° 
gence of lust, is his commonest failure, knows nothing: 


of such temptations as came to Jesus Christ as he 
faced his life-work of self-crucifying ministry. One 
can come into the fellowship of Christ's struggles only 
as he lets Christ come more and more into control of 
his own life. The storming of the highest citadels is 


= were. present, 


entrusted only to the most seasoned and successful 
veterans. Are we having the 4ind of fights that we 
ought to have? 

ya 


Do It! 


There is no way to do right but to doit. As we look 
back over our lives and see how often we have failed 
to do what we have known we ought to do, we are 
tempted to feel that there must be some golden method 
of learning to do right oftener, if only we could dis- 
cover it. There is no such hidden method. We do 
not need more knowledge. We know our duty, and we 
know that strength to do the duty may be had, in 
Christ, for the asking and the using. Nothing more is 
needed but the blunt, dogged, relentless forcing of our- 
selves to do the thing that we know. God himself 
cannot do that for us. If we won't, he cannot help us. 
If we will, omnipotence is at our disposal. 


Hx 
What “ Demons”? Can Harm Us? 


There is nothing that can ruin a man’s life but 
sin. We may find comfort in this thought when ad- 
versity that is not of our causing is bearing down 
hard. Or we may find here an explanation of other 
adversities that seem to be ruining our lives. For 
there is no power outside a man that can get the 
better of him except with his own full consent. One 
misses this who writes of certain financial troubles : 


*« We are certainly followed by the demon of ill luck 
and misfortune, which all prayers and all trying has 
hitherto seemed unable to change ; but we will try 
hard, and, if we cannot fight it off, we will have to 
try somewhere else, getting rid of everything we have, 
and see if that will remove the spell we seem to be 
under.’’ The only ‘‘spell’’ that can harm any one 
is not to be shaken off by a change of residence. 
And if one who is living in loyal obedience to God is 
trusted with adversity, then that one need have no 
fear of any ‘‘demon."’ 


x 
Yielding at the Right Time 


No man can be at-his best until he yields. His 
natural impulse is to fight God and to seek sin, in 
rebellion against God's loving call to turn from sin. If 
God at such times yielded to the man, and did what the 


’ man would like, God would leave him alone to sin un- 


restrained. But God never abandons his children that 
way. Hestays close by, he speaks, he urges with lov- 
ing insistence that his child shall listen, and consider, 
and comé¢ up to the higher plane of duty and right- 
eousness where God meant to have him live. It isa 
life and death struggle : death if the man succeeds in 
resisting God ; life, if he gives up the fight and yields 
to the loving Father who longs to save him. If we have 
an active, searching, reproving conscience, which 
makes wrong-doing a misery, let us thank God for this 
evidence of his love. What a blessing it is that it is 
hard to do wrong ! 


A New Outlook for the International Lessons 


T IS not easy for two bodies of men that are three 
thousand miles apart to work together to the best 
possible advantage. That the British and the 

American Sections of the International Lesson Com- 
mittee have, under this disadvantage, worked together 
so effectively during the past generation is a tribute 
to the sagacity and the Christianity of the mem- 
bers of both sides. Individual members have, of 
course, from time to time conferred in person with 
the other sections ; and there have even been some 
brief meetings of several members of both sections in 
conference. But it: remained for the World’s Fifth 
Sunday-School Convention of Rome, 1907, to bring 
about, as an aftermath, the most noteworthy meeting 
of the International Lesson Committee that has ever 
been known. 

It had first been hoped that this meeting could be 
held in Rome, but few of the British members could 
attend. So the American members azreed to assemble 
in London, and did so with what the Editor of «‘ The 
[London] Sunday School Chronicle,’’ in reporting the 
meeting, very gracefully calls ‘‘the courtesy, con- 
sideration, and indifference to personal inconvenience 
which have marked the American brethren through- 
out.”’ 

For three days the meeting lasted, being held in 
the Council Chamber of the Baptist Church House. 
Full half of the American membership of the Lesson 
Committee wags_pesent, 4nd only two of the British 
members were-absent. ~In addition, Dr. George W. 
Bailey and Megsrs. W. N. Hartshorn, E. K. Warren, 
A: B, McCrillis, F. A. Wells, and Marion Lawrance, 
from America, “by invitation; and 
sitnilarly from Great Britain,-the Rev. Carey Bonner, 
and: Messrs. T. G. Ackland, J. S.. Crowther, and F. 
Clements. 

The problems involved in the_sélection of Bible 
lessons for Sunday-school study, of which a good deal 
has been heard in the past few years both in England 
and America, were fully discussed and searchingly 


considered. The result is set forth in the Resolutions 
adopted, which show that both branches of the Lesson 
Committee have agreed to give a full, fair test to the 
theories of lesson-selection that have been so insistently 
urged in some quarters. The Resolutions are as 
follows : 

1. That the International Lesson Committee under- 
takes to provide Schemes of Lessons for the whole 
range of Sunday-school teaching, including Primary 
Work (ages 3-9); General or Intermediate Work (ages 
9-15); and Senior or Advanced Work (over 15 years). 

That the Lesson for the General or Intermediate 
Division shall be uniform, and that Primary and 
Advanced Lessons may be prepared by the American 
and British Sections of the Lesson Committee acting 
jointly or independently, but with a view to securing 
uniformity as-soon as possible. 

2. That in the preparation of each cycle of lessons, 
the elements, both of Biblical scholarship and practical 
efficiency be duly recognized. 

3. That we commend the principle of affording op- 
portunity, as far as practicable, for the consecutive 
study of (a) separate books, and (b) definite periods 
of sacred history. 

4. The Poetical and Prophetical books of the Old 
Testament, and of the Epistles of the New Testament, 
should be used when possible in illustration of the 
contemporary history and its teaching. 

5. That the present cycle of six years be deemed of 
suitable length, as also the average proportion of New 
to Old Testament subjects, viz., 7 to 5. 

6. It is suggested, however, that in the arrange- 
ment and length of the courses regard should be had 
to the respective requirements of the subject-matter, 
and the Review Lesson be inserted at the most suit- 
able point in each series, rather than always and 
arbitrarily on the last Sunday of the Quarter. 

And further, that as the Review is intended rather 
to focus some main teaching of the series which it 
closes than to recapitulate the whole, the Committee 
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should in future afford the guidance of a definite title 
to each Review and of illustrative Scripture. 

A pre-view may at times be usefully prescribed, to 
be dealt with similarly by the Committee. 

7. This Conference, believing that it would be help- 
ful to prepare International Lessons for Senior Classes, 
which shall include instruction on the progress of Re- 
vealed Truth, and on Christian Doctrine and Ethics, 
and the simpler aspects of Christian Apologetics, also 
some connected view of the Bible as a whole, and in 
its several divisions, hereby requests the British 
Section to prepare schemes of this character. 

8. That the Committee prepare a List of Texts, 
which shall be chosen in the first instance for their 
intrinsic value ; and that from these, as far as possible, 
the ‘‘Golden Texts’’ shall be selected to emphasize 
and enforce the central truth contained in the portion 
of Scripture selected for study. 

g. That the British Section be asked to prepare « 
General Scheme for the period 1912-17, and a De- 
tailed Scheme for 1912. 

That the American Section prepare a detailed out- 
line of Lessons for 1911. 

10, That the British Section of the Committee pre- 
pare a Three Years’ Primary Course. 

A significant incident that does not appear in th? 
resolutions was the emphasis that the conference laid 
upon the vital connection of missions with the Sunday- 
school. This is simply an inevitable part of **the 
Sunday-school s next meve.’’- It characterized the 
Rome Convention as no earlier convention. It is 
Jaying hold on Sunday-schools up and down North 
America. It is the theme of a six-days’ conference at 
Silver Bay, New York, called by the Young People's 
Missionary Movement, and concluded only last week 
after an attendance more than double that of a year 
ago at the first such conference. The London meet- 
ing wisely decided against any attempt to insert special 
missionary lessons, but agreed to ask lesson editors to 
do what The Sunday School Times has been doing 
during 1907,—bring out in the helps the missionary 
aspect of the various lessons. Moreover, it is pos- 
sible that there may be added to the Lesson Com- 
mittee corresponding members from missionary fields. 

Briefly summarized, the more significant of the 
Resolutions adopted by the London meeting express 
the Lesson Committee's belief that whatever is needed 
by Sunday-schools in the way of lesson material can be 
and ought to be furnished by the International Lesson 
Committee ; that eventually the lesson courses, even 
if different for the three different grades of the Sunday. 
school, should be uniform on both sides of the 
Atlantic ; that the accepted results of reverent scholar- 
ship should guide in making the lesson selections, 
special emphasis being laid on consecutive rather 
than disconnected study, and that the less-studied 
portions of Scripture be brought to bear upon the 
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more-studied portions ; that review lessons be inserted 
at logical rather than at arbitrary periods. 

It is already well known that the American Section 
of the Lesson Committee has issued two- Beginners’ 
Courses, the present two-year course replacing the 
earlier one-year course, and being used by a large 
number of teachers throughout America ; and that it 
has also prepared no less than four Advanced Courses, 
the latest of which, running parallel to the general 
International Lessons for the first six months of 1908 on 
the Gospel of John, but taking up ‘‘ Some Teachings 
of John’s Gospei"’ in a much more.exhaustive way, is 
likely to be used -by adult classes that want to enter 
upon really: difficu't study. There was therefore no 
reluctance on the part of the American members at 
the London meeting to endorse the proposals that are 
covered by the resolutions. And they very gladly in- 
vite the British Section to draft courses for Advanced 
Classes, for Primary Classes, and for the next general 
series (1912-1917) following that for which the present 
Lesson Committee is responsible. The present series, 
upon which we-entered in 1906, is as follows : 


1906, Jan.-Dec. Synoptic Gospels. Harmony. One 
whole year. Words and Works of Jesus. 

1907. Jan.-Dec. Patriarchs to Samuel as Judge. One 
year. Stor‘es of the Patriarchs and Judges. 

1908, ont ogee Gospel according to St John. Six 
months. The Witness of John to Jesus. 

1908. July-Dec. Saul to Solomon, Six months. The 
United Kingdom. (Saul, David and Solomon.) 

1909. Jan.-Dec. Acts and Epistles. One year. Ex- 
pansion of the Early Church. 

1910, Jan.-Dec. Gospel’according to St. Matthew. One 
year. The Gospel of the Kingdom. 

1911. Jan.-Dec. Division of Kingdom. Captivity and 
Return. One year. Kings and Prophets of Judah 
and Israel. (Kings to Malachi) or Glory, Decline 
and Restoration of Israel. 


Of course, the American Section ef the Lesson Com- 
mittee was acting only informally, in expression of its 
own views, at this meeting, inasmuch as it is re- 
sponsible to the International Sunday School Associa- 
tion for the carrying out of the instructions of the 
International Convention. The next.such Convention 
will be held in June, 1908, at Louisville, Kentucky, 
and the election of a new American Section of the 
Lesson Committee will be one of its duties, the present 
American members having: been.elected at. Denver in 
1902, and having almost. completed the official term 
of their labors. But that Convention has already been 
mightily served, and aided in its consideration of the 
lesson-problem, by this remarkable meeting of the 
International Lesson Committee. One who. was 
present writes to the Times: ‘‘One of the members 


of the Committee said to me, ‘There has been much . 


prayer for this conference, and our prayers are an- 
swered.’’’ And he adds, ‘‘We are too near to 
measure its importance.’’ 





Did the Patriarchs Know 
the Name “ Jehovah”? 


When there seems to be a contradiction between 
the statements in two different passages of Scripture, 
the problem is one worth studying ; and it is surpris- 
ing how often the difficulty vanishes when we have 
worked out the evident meaning of the text. A Penn- 
sylvanian inquires concerning such a seeming contra- 
diction : 

In the Mystery Box for June 2, question 5 says, ‘* Mention 
some of the different names under which God had revealed 
himself to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.'’ Under Professor 
Beecher's comment on verses 73-15, which, I take it, is the 
answer to question 5, Jehovah heads the list. In Exodus 6: 3, 
God says, in speaking to Moses, ‘‘ but by my name Jehovah 
I was not known to them."’ Will you please explain this ap- 
parent contradiction ? 

The contradiction is not merely between Exodus 
6 : 3 and Professor Beecher's statement that Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob knew the name Jehovah, but between 
Exodus 6 : 3 and Genesis 14 : 22; 21: 33, the pas- 
sages upon which Professor Beecher properly based 
his statement. And here is the explanation, in a let- 
ter from Professor Beecher : 

Exodus 6 : 1-8 refers only to the time when God gave Abra- 
ham the covenant of circumcision, as described in Genesis 17. 
What Deity says to Moses is that, in the covenant of circum- 
cision and the revelations based upon it, he made himself 
known under the name of God Almighty (El-Shaddai), and 
not under the more significant name Jehovah. Now he will 
deal with them under the more significant name. 





He does not say that the patriarchs were ee of the 
name Jehovah, but that he was not officially known by that 
name in certain transactions with them. _ He does not say that 
the name Jehovah had never till then been used, but that it 
was not the name used in certain covenant transactions. 

In other words, in Exodus 6 : 1-8 God is explain- 
ing that while, in the making of the covenant with 
Abraham, which was renewed with Isaac and Jacob, 
He was known as God Almighty, in the new covenant 
which he now makes with the children of Israel to 
deliver them out of the land of Egypt he shall be 
known as Jehovah. There is nothing inconsistent 
here with the fact that the name Jehovah was known 
to the patriarchs, 


Xx 
**Mizpah”’: a Benediction or a Warning? 


It is strange how commonly Bible phrases are 
wrested from tkeir original meaning and ‘used ‘in an 
exactly opposite way from that which their writers in- 
tended. It only shows that this book which is most 
read of all in the English tongue probably has most 
read into it as well. A California reader, just now; 
writes in seeming surprise concerning a view which 
he says is held by a prominent and much beloved 
pasios in his’state : 


He does not approve of friends, when they separate, re- 
peating the Mizpah: ‘‘The Lord watch between me and 
thee when we are absent one from another.’’ These words, 
he says, were spoken at the close of a quarrel, and it was a 
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desire on the part of Laban and Jacob that thé Lord watch 
between them, and keep them from quarreling with each other. 


* "That California pastor is an observant reader of the 


plain Bible record in Genesis 31 : 43-53. ‘* Mizpah"’ 
was ‘*the watch tower,’’ or heap of stones, which 
Jacob's brethren piled up as a witness that Jacob and 
Laban, angry and out of patience with each other for 
their series of mutual trickeries, finally agreed to sepa- 
rate and keep hands off each other. The full pledge 
then made was as follows : 


Jehovah watch between me and thee, when we are absent 
one from another. If thou shalt afflict my daughters, and if thou 
shalt take wives besides my daughters, no man is with us ; see, 
God is witne$s hetwixt me and thee. And Laban said to Jacob, 
Behold this heap, and behold the pillar, which I have set be- 
twixt me and thee This heap be witness, and the pillar be 
witness, that I will not pass over this heap to thee, and~ that 
heres shalt not pass over this heap and this pillar unto me, for 

arm. 


The ‘* Mizpah’’ memorial was simply:a pledge to 
keep the peace, between two persons who had always 
quarreled. It was a barbed-wire fence, as it were, be- 
tween properties that had been disputed, and wo to 
the man who now crossed over the line! Of course, 
if two loving friends to-day want to use this phrase as 
they separate, that is their privilege. But its original 
associations are against it, meaning, as it did, ‘‘ With 
God’s help we'll now keep away from each other."’ 
All this was pointed out some years ago in The Sun- 
day School Times, and ‘‘ Mizpah ;: a Barrier, Not a 
Bond,’’ is the theme of one of the chapters. in the 
posthumous volume of Dr. H. Clay Trumbull's, «‘ Our 
Misunderstood Bible,’’ which has just been published. 
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The Promise in Hardship 

That God is likely to call a man away from his 
natural bent, rather than into line with it, is always a 
hard truth to accept ; and when that truth was recently 
urged here, as it had been for many years before in 
these columns, the Editor was not surprised at receiv- 
ing letters of sharp dissent, two of which were pub- 
lished in the issue of May 11. It is the more 
encouraging, therefore, that the publishing of those 
dissenting opinions has called forth letters from ripe 
Christian workers heartily confirming the truth which 
the Times had urged. One such letter is from a pas- 
tor in Missouri, who writes : 


I cannot refrain from endorsing your editorial, ‘‘Our Bent 
and God's Calls,"’ and the editorial comments on the same 
subject in the issue of May 11. Yet I was not surprised that 
you received adverse criticism for the article. ‘Io me it was 
as manna in the wilderness. 

Early in life for a number of years I felt that God’s hand 
was upon me, and that he was calling me to give my life to his 
service. But my ‘‘bent’’ was toward other pursuits. I loved 
the farm with a love that was almost a passion ; neither was it 
a mercenary feeling, although the Lord prospered me, for my 
chief pleasure was derived from the work. Passing from field 
to field, superintending the seeding, the tilling, and the har- 
vesting, looking after the flocks on the hillsides and in the 
woodlands, seeing to the cattle in the lowlands and by ever- 
flowing streams,—all this, coupled with the other manifold 
duties of the life, was to me a never-ending source of delight. 
And yet, all this time it seemed that God was calling me, nor 
was I able to put the thought from me. Under these condi- 
tions I entered the ministry, and many the obstacles I have 
had to overcome, very laborious some of the tasks that have 
been mine to perform ; yet from these hard and difficult tasks 
has come a nameless joy. 

The editorial has helped me. Sincerely, and with added 
interest in your work, Your brother, 


Another minister, looking back on the lessons and the 
revelation of truth that have come to him during more 
than fourscore years, many of which have been spent 
in the training of other men, has a similarly hearty 
conviction, which he wrote in a personal letter not 
intended for publication. But the message is such a 
striking one that the Editor wanted to share it with 
others, and has obtained the writer's permission to 
give it here. 


Apropos of your article on ‘‘God’s Call the Final Test,” let 
me whisper in your ear that, after my first charge in the pas- 
torate, I have never been in the place to which I wished to 
go, never in the place to which I was advised to go, never in 
the place for which I thought I had the indispensable fitness. 
I have always had a happy, and what the world counts a suc- 
cessful time, always blessed God for the way in which he led 
me, and daily thank him for his treatment of me. When forty 
vears old, I shed the bitterest tears of my life when I found 
that I must go to a place that had no attractions for me, for 
which I felt I had no fitness, a place to which no one of my 
friends would advise me to go, and a place which had no 
future.. At the end of ten years I was in a position as the pas- 
tor of that church which had no superior in the country. 
More than fifty years of happy, active, and successful life 
testify to the truth of your position. 

Yours for God and the truth,; 


Man's bent is likely to be crooked. God's call is 
a safer guide. God may call one into exactly what 
that one wants to do. Oftener God does not. And 
God is to be trusted. 
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LESSON FOR AUGUST I1 (Lev. 10: 1-11) 


(pret ee 











(Concluded from last week’ s issue.) 


EAVEN was nearer than she knew. Help came to 
us both in an unexpected way. In visiting me 
one-day Ruth came across a booklet with bright, 

attractive cover, and asked me about it. It was the 
«« Changed Cross,’’ a poem first published about that 
time, I think, and anonymously. Many of my readers 
will recall it, that story of one who found her own cross, 
laid upon her by the Master, too grievous to be borne, 
and begged to choose one for herself. - The one se- 
lected proves far heavier, more unbearably burden- 
some, and she learns it is far better to trust Him who 
knows, and to leave all to him. - I have not the book 
at hand as I write, but I am sure that is the drift of 
the story. Instead of reading the poem itself to Ruth, 
I told it to her as I sat sewing. Interested in my 
work, I did not at first notice the effect produced upon 
the child. I think that she did not once speak until 
the story was finished. I looked up at the last and 
saw a face alive with emotion. The blue eyes were 
full of tears, the lips quivering as she burst out in 
broken sentences almost incoherently, ‘*Qh, Miss 
Annie, is mine one? Is it His kind? I didn’t choose 
it, did 1? Then isn’t it the right kind, the one he 
picked out for me all his own self? I'm glad, I'm so 
lad !’’ 
r At first I did not fully understand her meaning, but 
it all came to me as she went on. For the first time 
the child saw her infirmity in the right light. The 
little story had made her feel that it was her own 
special burden, laid upon her by her heavenly Father 
with full understanding of her needs, her strength, 
and her weakness. Her words in explaining this 
were the words of a child, but they told old and won- 
derful truths. Somehow at once the sad_ affliction 
which had. shadowed and embittered her young life 
became a really precious thing to her. .._Indeed, she 
seemed to feel a sort of harmless, childish pride in it 
as,something God himself had asked her to carry for 


‘him. . -‘* Thegirls don’t know, do they, Miss Annie ?’’ 


she once whispered ; ‘* they just pity me for talking 
this way, and they don’t know what my queer talk 
comes from, and what it looks like."’ 

‘« Looks like ?’’ I asked, and she explained that in 
the story the crosses were different in size and shape 
and material. So she had formed in her own mind a 
picture of what her own God-given crogs resembled. 
She never told even me what she saw in that picture, 
drawn by her childish imagination. 

It was like a miracle, it was a miracle, the sudden 
change in the girl, From a sad, morbid, timid child, 
Ruth almost at once becamea happy, wholesome, brave 
little maid. Her face wore such a loving, cheery look 
that children did not always shrink from her now, and 
her schoolmates often let her join them in their games. 
But even a miracle does not change the whole world 
or one’s whole life. The stumbling speech was there 
still, and even though it was now recognized as a 
cross to be gladly borne, it sometimes, perhaps often, 
grew very wearisome to the little bearer. 

She was fond of music, and had a good ear. She 
longed to sing with the other girls. Her lips always 
moved in unison with their voices, but.it was a sound- 
less music. :. She confided to me once. that: she could 
‘«sing just beautiful inside.’’ One Sunday the old 
hymn, ‘' There isa fountain -filled with blood,’’ was 
given out. Ruth’s face brightened, and she whis- 
pered to me that this was her favorite hymn, ‘ Be- 
cause it tells about me,’’ she added, and when we 
came to the lines, ‘‘ when this poor lisping, stammer- 
ing tongue lies silent in the grave,’’ and the child 
looked up meaningly, I understood. 

After her lesson taught by the poem she changed 
her attitude toward many things, and this was par- 
ticularly noticeable in her talk about a future life and 
the many mansions. She had turned almost impa- 
tiently in the past from my well-meant, but perhaps 
unwise, attempts to comfort her by a promise of a 
land of rest. Now she very often introduced the sub- 
ject, and loved to dwell upon it. This was not in the 
morbid, sentimental, or priggish way of which we 
used to read in biographies of infant saints. It was 
just simple, childish talk, with artless questions con- 
cerning the life there which would be to her, poor 
child, so different from this earthly existence. 

I have never heard anything more touching, more 
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A Simple Cross-Bearer 


A Picture from Real Life - - - By Annie Trumbull Slosson 





really pathetic than this little talk of hers. She was very 
anxious ‘to know just when she could lay her cross 
down, and be told she had borne it worthily. She 
took her Bible literally, as simple souls do. One day 
she had been reading a chapter in Revelation about 
the Holy City, and she said, ‘‘ There are twelve 
gates, it says, Miss Annie. I've been thinking that 
perhaps one of those gates is just for the folks who’ ve 
got crosses. Some crosses are’ very big, you know, 
and some are very pricky and sharp, and they'd be 
dreadfully in the way when people were crowding in. 
So'l guess there’ ll be a sign up on one gate telling all 
the folks that have got crosses tocome in there, and 
I'll go through that one with my own little cross, this 
lisping, stammering tongue’’ (as she spoke the words 
she gave me a knowing, almost merry smile, to re- 
mind me of the hymn from which she quoted), ‘‘and 
then—well, I can’t make up my mind, Miss Annie, 
about that. Will somebody come right away and 
take it off? Or—’’ she stopped and seemed to be 
thinking, then, ‘‘ maybe we've got to show first that 
we've carried them all right, and not found fault with 
them, or tried to get rid of them, or change them. I 
tell you what I'il:do, Miss Annie, —I’ m going through 
that gate smiling like this,’’ and she put on her 
brightest look, ‘‘then he'll see for himself I’m mak- 
ing the best of it.’’ 

She talked afterward a great deal about that gate, 
and what was beyond it. She was puzzled about the 
exact inscription over it, and when I suggested: the 
words, ‘‘ The Cross-bearers’ gate,’’ she clapped her 
hands with delight. ‘*Maybe I won’t know just 
when He takes it off,’’ she said once, :‘‘ I'll be stand- 
ing there just inside that gate, smiling so’s he'll see 
I've made the best of my own cross, and didn’t ever 
want to swap it. off for another kind. And _ pretty 
soon I'll try-to: speak up and thank him for giving 
me such an easy one.’ Thefi—oh; won't:it be spien- 
did, Miss Annie ?+--1'll find:-my. cross .has gone, and 
I'm talking beautiful. | He'd lifted it off quick with- 
out my knowing.’’ ; 

She loved to read or hear about our Lord’s bear- 
ing his own cross to that green hill where ‘he was 
to give his life for us. I showed her a picture once 
of Jesus sinking under the weight ‘of that cross, and 
she looked at it with very tearful eyes. ‘* How big 
and heavy it looks, Miss Annie,’’ she said. ‘‘ Did 
he ever pick out one like that for any one else to 
carry ?’’ I felt very.sure that never was any sorrow 
like unto his sorrow, and I told herso. ‘I *most 
knew it,’’ she said artlessly. ‘* What a little teenty 
cross I've got side of his, haven’t I? But,’’ she 
added thoughtfully, ‘* maybe it’s about as big as I 
can carry easy.’’ 

At this period she dwelt too much upon this future 
life. It was not natural for a child, especially a 
healthy, strong child, such as Ruth wds, She was a 
pretty, pink-cheeked little maid. There was no ex- 
ternal disfigurement about the mouth such as often 
accompanies infirmities like that from which she suf- 
fered. In all probability she would live many years, 
and I tried my best to divert her from too much 
thought concerning the end of earthly things. I was 
not alarmed by it, however, nor did I think I saw in 
her talk, as do many in such cases, a premonition of 
early death. But I pointed out little duties here, 
kindnesses to show, hearts to win, and wholesome, 
merry games to join in. I often led her to talk of 
herself when older, and what she would do, of her 
music—she was learning to play the piano now—of 
her studies, and other grown-up pursuits, But in my 
own heart I looked sadly forward to that growing up. 
It seemed as if more and more keenly she would 
feel the mortification and self-consciousness, bitter to 
her even in her childhood, and that her whole youth 
would be. shadowed by it. 

There came too soon a sudden change in our inti- 
macy. Ruth’s mother decided to remove to another 
town far from their present home and from me. It 
was really a sorrow to me, and the little girl seemed 
inconsolable. At our last interview in my own room 
she sat in my lap, leaning her head against my shoul- 
der, while we talked of many things. We were to 
write often to each other, she was never, never to for- 
get me, nor what I had taught her, and maybe next 
summer she might be allowed to come back and see 
me. I gave her my copy of the ‘‘ Changed Cross,’’ 
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writing both our names in it, then, as she clung to 
me with a child’s ready tears, I produced a gift 1 had 
purposely kept to the very last, a tiny silver cross I 
had had made for her. She laughed with delight 
through her tears. ‘‘It looks almost like mine, the 
one I see in my head, you know,"’ she said ; ‘‘ mine 
is silver, too, but it's some bigger."’ ‘* Yes, poor 
child,’’ I thought, ‘‘it is ‘some bigger’ than many a 
little trial I have sometimes called a cross.’ 

I stood in my open door watching the little figure 
as it passed down the winding, box-bordered path. 
She held tightly in her hand the small box containing 
the silver cross, As she reached the end of the path 
she stopped to wipe the wet blue eyes. For a mo- 
ment she laid down her little package on one of the 
old wooden posts at the entrance before passing 
through the gateway, and a quick thought came to 
me of the Cross-bearers’ gate and the burden to be 
laid down there. But this time the cross was taken 
up again, and the little pilgrim went sadly on her 
way and out of my sight. 

I received a few letters from her that spring, but 
they were not very satisfactory. It was a labor to 
write out in her stiff, round hand a few lines at a 
time, and I gained little knowledge of her real feel- 
ings in her new surroundings. I thought she seemed 
a little homesick, and that she missed me, her Sun- 
day-school, and old companions, though she did not 
dwell upon this. She had begun to attend school, 
and wrote, ‘‘Teacher don’t understand me yet, and 
the girls don’t."’ Evidently fearing I would think 
her complaining she added in a postscript, ‘‘ Teacher 
is pleasant to me, and I guess the girls are going to 
be by-and-by. I'm carrying it pretty well, I guess, 
dear Miss Annie.’’ 

She did not have to carry it much longer. In the 
summer, scarcely three months after she left me, a 
black-bordered letter from Ruth’s mother brought me © 
tidings of the child’s death. Attacked by some child- 
ish ailment, she had not seemed seriously ill, but the 
heart had failed, and she passed suddenly, quietly 
from earth. ~The mother, in her grief, told me very 
little of what I wanted most to know. She spoke of 
Ruth's affection for me, told me she had spoken of 
me in her illness, had asked to have the little gifts 
received from me at different times brought to her, 
and handled them with loving care.:., The day before 
she died she asked her sister to read ‘‘the fountain 
hymn,”’ and later, ‘about the twelve gates.’’ This 
last request was not understood at first, and Ruth ex- 
plained by repeating part of the verse containing the . 
allusion, _But a few hours before she fell asleep she 
had taken the silver cross from among the other little 
gifts of mine, and placed it under her pillow. She 
passed away while sleeping, and her mother told me 
that her face wore ‘‘such a sweet smile,’’ I could 
not help thinking of the smile the child had said she 
would wear while waiting at the gate, to show she was 
‘-making the best of it."’ How many long years 
have gone by since the child went home! Yet, as I 
write I can see her so plainly, as I saw her last, a 
little figure passing down the narrow path to the gate- 
way, and on beyond my sight. 

New York Ciry. 











the Country 


Some Real Letters from Uncle Jack’s Mail 


ie E CAN send fifty boys and girls to Eureka 
Farm for the first two weeks in August,’’ the 
pastor announced at Sunday-school. ‘If 


you wish to go, get your mother’s leave, and hand 
your name to the church Visitor.’’ 

How the applications did come in during the few 
days following this announcement! ‘Can I go?”’ 
eagerly pleaded a boy of seven, who never saw a 
green thing except when he went away from home. 
‘* Do you think there will be room for me ?’’ was the 
anxious question of a white-faced little cripple whose 
one outing was the trip to the country. ‘‘I didn’t go 
last year, and I'm so hungry for the grass and the 
trees.’’ ; 

It was a happy day when the fifty fortunate children 
and their caretakers left the church to take the cars 
for the twenty-five mile trip. How they shouted for 
glee as they tripped along the street! And what a 
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waving of hands there was as the train slowly moved 
out of the shed. The pastor, standing on the plat- 
form, waved in answer, and as they called, ‘‘ Please 
write to us,’ he answered, *‘ Yes, if you'll write, too."’ 

He wrote, and they wrote back, according to 
promise. And here are some of the really, truly 
letters he keeps among his treasures : 


I'm having a good time out here. We goin swimming 
every day except Thursday cozit rained. We can pick black- 
berries and I have some for you. Please tell me How the 
class is getting along. I hope they be with God every day and 
you too, 


I am going to write you a few lines telling you that we are 
all well and haveing a good time and every night we have a 
show and in the morning we have church after haveing church 
we go to the park and I whick I could stay in Eureka Mo a 
month, s 


It is very nice out here. But there is too many rocks out 
here. One little boy was hurt. He got a hole in his head. If 
we are good at our table we get a blue ribbon. 

* 

I am having a good time out hear. We all had candy and 
ice-cream out hear and we have a good time at swimming and 
in the swing. We are good out here. 


We children from the Sunday-school are having a very nice 
time, and also good meals, and we have games to play, horse- 
shoe, lotto, and ball. 

* 


We have a good time in the swings we have good meals 
and we are going to have ice-cream for dinner to-day. We 
always have a bunch of flowers on the table. 

5 

I am sitting down and am writing you a few lines to let you 
know I am well and happy and will you please tell my Sun- 
day-school teacher | am well and happy. ‘Tell her to answer 
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” 
back. I will close with many loving kisses. Superintendent 
*&#e22**® Leacher ***** **, Pastor * * * * # * * * % # 
eee ee, 
.4 , 


We have good breakfasts, dinners and suppers. We had 
cake to-day. s 


We had more fun yesterday than enough, we went black- 
berry picking and a snake came after us. e have hammocks 
and very good eating. « 


I would like to tell you that I like it very well in. Eureka, 
Mo. I want to tell you that I thank you very much for let- 
ting me come to Eureka, Mo. We have ee meals and I 
think it is very nice to sleep in a cottage in Eureka, Mo. 

5 4 

We have chocolate on our ice cream. We are having a 

good time. 2 


We got fresh milk for supper. ‘Ihere is 15 cows in the barn 
there are apples, peaches and other kinds of fruits, 
4 ° 
Every night for supper we have all the milk we can drink. 
I have not been sick and hope you are the same. 
% 
I am having a good time in the country. A boy in our cot- 
tage had a frog and it jumped out of his hand. ‘The boys 
went blackberrie picking purtianea every day. 


I am well and having a grand time and I get plenty to eat 
and everything tastes so good. We got 6 hats full of Berry. 
% 


I hope that Christ is with all of you. And that the school 
is getting along very well. We are going to have a good time 
on the last night. £ 


Don't you wish you could look in on the fortunate 
children who go to the farm this sunimer ? 





ES 





What Is Business ? 
By George Albert Chace 








Epitor’s NOTE.—Some time ago a western business man wrote an appreciative letter to one of the lesson writers of The 
Sunday School Times, as follows : ‘‘ 1 appreciate your Sunday School Times articles. They show experience with men 
and things. In the article on yesterday’s lesson, you aptly refer to greed and dewotion as the motive-power of 


present-day: commerce, and then refer to ‘business as poetry ! 


Just think of it! ‘vam inclined to think that the allusion 


is poetic, ahd it is,—but we poor devils out on the firing-line fail to see the poetry. The contest has. long ago squeezed 


out all sentiment,~it's war, war to the knife and its hilt! 


Poetry ? Not in present day merciless.competition. The 


smoke from the lefty chimney may assume fantastic, interesting, and ghostlike forms to the observer, but he does 
not usually conclude therefrom that shoveling coal into the furnace is poetry. There are men in business to-day from 
devotion,—as a means, not an end, to further their mission ; others, from motives of greed. As you compete with them 
or their drummers, you see no difference whatever. The difference is in the men, not in their methods. Present-day 
business cannot be successfully conducted according to distinctive Christian principles,—that is, love. Commerce is 


” 


based on justice, not love. 


The Editor has asked one of the leading business men of New England to tell something 


of what he believes business at its best stands for. Hence this article. 


ODERN business bears ample witness of divine 
origin. The divine mind built the earth to 
meet its methods. The soil was fitted to the 

crops. Hid under ground were the stores of fuel, 
ore, gold, silver, oil, and precious stones and chemics., 
Above all, human nature was made as it is. Business 
is an evolution, but there is proof that every step was 
marked out in the divine forethought. It has grown 
up like a great tree whose branches spread around 
the globe. It is, indeed, the tree of life. By it the 
people of all parts are fed and clothed and lifted up. 
It sends to all the best it has to offer. Those who 
lived in the dark see the dawn of its approach akin to 
the sunrise. All men everywhere are made one kin 
and one blood in human touch by the flow of trade. 
It makes for peace among nations and tribes. It is 
the bond of humanity. The gospel of good business 
is the true gospel of goodwill to all men. Whereas 
every old-time cult held a limited field, this new-time 
gospel girds the whole earth with the boon of help. 

The essence of modern. business. is service, which 
is a divine impulse. Modern business is the real 
golden rule in practise. It seeks as much to please 
as it aims to serve.. No task is too hard for a man 
of trade to do for his fellow-man. The work is that 
of a giant who lifts. the harvests from the fields and 
bears them to the hungry near and far. It serves the 
poor and the rich with equal ardor. It takes fuel to 
the cold and light into the dark. It builds highways, 
and bids all to go and come in them. It fills the 
dream of the seer to run and not be weary ; it gives 
ease and speed to those who go and come. It causes 
barren land to yield ; it makes nations neighbors. 
They talk in their own voice together across seas and 
continents, rulers with rulers, men with men, so that 
the world is like one fireside. Modern business has 
done this. 

The growth of business beats any fairy-tale. It is 
built up upon service. -The day is at the dawn only 


yet. - It is a new day. The air is clear and fresh 
and full of vim. It is a day of strong men. The 
secret of strength is integrity. The ethic of business 
is a straight line, plumb and level, and the outline is 
square. Thus, to cheat, that is not business. There 
is no crooked work in real business. Men match up. 
The buyer is as keen asthe seller. Buyers fix the 
price. The seller is at the mercy of the buyer. All 
business fills a, want or wish, and turns upon a need 
or desire. The great department-store, with a square 
mile of floor-space, can do no more than fill the want 
and wish of those who buy. The wildest scheme of 
frenzied finance can do no more than fill the wish of 
the composite buyer ; then its work is done (except 
the wreckage). There can be no trade without a 
buyer. In. complex, concrete affairs, the buyer is a 
composite of many to be sure. 

Speculation is not business, though ruled by the 
same law of trade,—it all depends upon buyers. It 
is a game of bullsand bears. Bears win. The public 
is an easy dupe of bulls and the frightened prey of 
bears. In speculation, the buyer buys to win or lose ; 
in business, he buys what he needs or desires to use. 
In speculation, the payer pays for what he loses ; in 
business, he pays for what he receives. 

The history of trusts is told in two words of the 
street : Trusts bust. Where trusts are formed ‘to give 
better service they do well. The few trusts which 
have done well are striking examples, Trusts de- 
mand great ability. The trend to trusts, will be fixed 
by the men ableto run them. As fast-as men can 
be trained to serve in a broad way there will be placés 
for them. Genius for business is sought and needed 
on all sides. There never were before such chances 
for young men. Individuality conquers, Ways 
may be unlike. It is said one pays a thousand dol- 
lars a day the year round to keep his name and wares 
before the public in the local papers of his own city. 
Another works unheralded and unknown till his prod- 
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ucts are distributed to the people all over the world, 
and personally delivered to hamlet and home every- 
where. Judged by the test’of service, he is the great- 
est man ever known ; it is slight reward to be the 
richest. The life of such a man is an é€pos. 

’ Business matches the wants and wishes of the peo- 
ple. It seeks to fill every mood of the popular mind. 
Most values are mere sentiment. Every sentiment, 
on the other hand, has commercial value. Wise 
men learn how to create and keep sentiment in 
vogue. Such men build up such a business as 
‘kodakery for example. Sometimes an idea runs to a 
craze. Thus a thousand millions of dollars spent in 
seven yeats for automobiles make the seven fat years 
of Joseph in Egypt look like the produce of a kitchen 
garden. Invention in business has opened up a new 
earth more brilliant than dreams of heaven itself. 
Electricity and steam have made this world a home. 

It is an incident of business that one takes a choice 
and pays the price. There is no thing free of cost in 
this world. Somebody pays ; business is an equity, 
not a charity. It is a manly exchange that makes 
manhood in business, . If a man’s work is worth 
eight hundred thousand dollars a year (it is said that 
one man in our land earns that amount) it would be 
unjust to sell it for less. Where is greed? Is it not 
in the one who seeks to get something for nothing— 
some thing for no thing? The seller is at the mercy 
of the buyer. . The buyer need not buy. Esau will 
not die, nor need he pay the price, but he does, and 
fixes the price. 

Modern business depends upon the goodwill of the 
buyers at the same time that it becomes the leading 
influence in the progress of civilization and the eleva- 
tion of mankind everywhere. As wants and wishes 
are filled, they bring new needs and desires. Man 
ascends. Life expands. Examples spread. Good 
things are contagious. So one by one the race is 
raised. The lines of business reach out and teach 
that men are brothers, and the world union one fam- 
ily of one Father who: is divine. The ethic of busi- 
ness has been reached by the scientific process, the 
result of experience. It is universal, so that men 
rely upon men of business without regard to creed or 
color or nationality, Good business will some day 
cast evil off the face of the earth when it learns that 
evil.ways are unprofitable. It is becoming more and 


-more.the.arbiter..of hurman«destiny’ undér ‘the'divine 


guidance. Soon it will lend a hand to every child of 
humanity as it pushes its way to the places that need 
its aid. It has done much, though the day is only at 
the dawn. The geist is toward still loftier aim and 
better life. 

Fa. River, Mass. 


‘nd 


Intemperance and the Gallows 
By James Berry * 


AVING been impressed many times during my 
term of office as Public Executioner with the fact 
that intoxicating drink is the main support of 

the gallows, I think it would be dishonest on my part 
to my fellow-countrymen were I to hide by any subter- 
fuge the truth relative to this all-important matter. 

The world would be astonished if it were gener- 
ally known what quanities of intoxicants were consumed 
by those in authority in our prisons, and especially 
at an execution. It seems that the very thing that has 
been the means of bringing a murderer and his victim 
to an untimely end must also be used to goad the 
hangman before he can relentlessly carry out the law 
of strangulation. . 

Indeed, I can imagine no man who has in any way 
reached even a moderate degree of human develop- 
ment capable of deliberately hanging his fellow-man 
before he has first excited his own lower nature by 
drink. I assert further that out of all the teetotalers 
of the United Kingdom, and they now number: about 
five millions, I do not believe it possible that one 
could be found who, were the post vacant, would de- 
clare himself ready to become the Public Executioner 
of this country. 

In all the seven hundred executions with which I 
have been connected, whether as hangman or as 
assistant, I do not know of one teetotaler among those 
who paid this extreme penalty. 

What a country this is for mistakes! In this one 
thing alone we see the Government legalizing a traffic 
which makes men mad and commit murder ; and then, 
on the other hand, providing a hangman to strangle 
them to death. 





* For ten years Public Hangman for the British Government. This 
statement is sent to The Sunday School Times by-the Rev. Frank W. 
Dell, Pastor of the Friends’ Church, Norwich, Ontario. 























LESSON FOR AUGUST II (Lev. 10: 1-11) 
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“LESSON 6. AUGUST II. THE SIN OF NADAB AND ABIHU TEMPERANCE LESSON 


. Leviticus 10: 1-11. (Read Lev. 8-10.) Memory verse: 9 


Golden Text: Wine is a mocker, strong drink a brawler; and whosoever erreth thereby is not wise.—Prov. 20: 1 


SS 











COMMON VERSION 


t And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, 
took either of them his censer, and put fire 
therein, and put incense thereon, and offered 
strange fire before the LORD, which he com- 
maaded them not. 

2 And there went out fire from the LorD, 
and devoured them, and they died before the 
Lorb. 

3 ‘Then Moses said unto Aaron, This is é¢ 
that the LORD spake, saying, | will be sancti- 
fied in them.that come nigh me, and before 
ali the people I will be glorified. And Aaron 
held his peace. 

4 And Moses called Mishael and Elzaphan, 


the sons of Uzziel the uncle of Aaron, and’ 


said unto them, Come near, carry vour bretht- 
ren from before the sanctuary out of the camp. 

5 So they went near, and carried them in 
their coats out of the camp; as Moses had 
said. ; 

6 And Moses said unto Aaron, and unto 
Eleazar and unto Ithamar, his sons, Uncover 
not your heads, neither rend your clothes ; 
lest ve die, and lest wrath come upon all the 
people: but let your brethren, the whole 
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1 And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron 
took each of them his censer, and put fire 
therein, and laid incense thereon, and offered 
strange fire before Jehovah, which he had not 
commanded them. 2 And there came forth 
fire trom before Jehovah, and devoured them, 
and they died before Jehovah. 3 Then Moses 
said unto Aaron, This is it that Jehovah spake, 
saying, I will be sanctified in them that ' come 
tiigh me, and before all the people I will be 
glorified. And Aaron held his peace. 4 And 
Moses called Mishael and Elzaphan, the sons 
of Uzziel the uncle of Aaron, and said unto 
them, Draw near, carry your t-rethren from 
before the sanctuary out of the camp. 5 So 
they drew near, and carried them in their 
coats out of the.camp, as Moses had said. 6 
And Moses said unto Aaron, and unto Elea- 
zar and unto Ithamar, his sons, ? Let not the 
hair of your heads go loose, neither rend your 
clothes ; that ye die not, and that he be not 
wroth with all the congregation: but let your 
brethren, the whole house of Israel, bewail 
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house of Israel, bewail the burning which the 
LorD hath kindled. 

7 And ye shall not go out from the door of 
the tabernacle of the congregation, lest ye die : 
for the anointing oil of the LORD és upon you. 
And they did according to the word of Moses. 

8 | And the LORD spake unto Aaron, say- 
ing, 

; Do_not drink wine nor strong drink, thou, 
nor thy sons with thee, when ye go into.the 
tabernacle of the congregation, lest ye die ; é 
shall be a statute for ever throughout your 
generations : 

1o And that ye may put difference between 
holy and unholy, and between unclean and 
clean ; 

11 And that ye may teach the children of 
Israel all the statutes which the LORD hath 
spoken unto them by the hand of Moses. 


. 
a 
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the burning which Jehovah hath kindled. 7 
And ye shall not go out from the door of the 
tent of meeting, lest ye die ; for the anointing 
oil of Jehovah is upon you. And they did 
according 19 the word of Moses. 

8 And Jehovah spake unto Aaron, saying, 
9 Drink no wine nor strong drink, thou, nor 
thy sons with thee, when ye go into the tent 
of meeting, that ye die not: it shall be a stat- 
ute for ever throughout your generations : 10 
and ° that ye may make a distinction between 
the holy and the common, and between the 
unclean and the clean ; 11 and ° that ye may 
teach the children of Israel all the statutes 
which Jehovah hath spoken unto them by 
Moses. 


1 Or, are nigh *% Acc. to Sept., Vulg., and Syr., uncover not your heads. * Or, ye shall 


PronuncraTIon.—Nadab, Na’dab; Abihu, A-bi’hu; Mishael, Mish’a-el; Elzaphan, El/za-phan ; 
Uzziel, Uz-zi’el; Eleazar, E-le-4-zar ; Ithamar, Ith’a-mar. 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 

















. The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


HAT is sin? When are we most liable to be 
specially tempted to sin?) What is the root of 
all sin? There are three questions on which 

everybody has some ideas. Put them to your class, 
and let your pupils spend a few minutes expressing 
themselves and discussing them with you. But do 
not tell your own ideas of the answers. Then take 
up the lesson, in some such way as the following, for 
the purpose of making the answers very plain. 
ho, as wé learned last week, were to be the 
« priests of God, in:charge of'the tabernacle, to repre- 
sent God ‘before the people, and the people before 
God,? Let some one in the class read aloud Exodus 
40 : 12-15. And now the anointing and consecratin 
of those priests has taken place (the eighth and nint 
chapters of Leviticus describe it), and they are just 
at the beginning of their public ministry. Two of 
them take incense and burn it in censers before God. 

Was it right or wrong to burn incense before God ? 
Let the following passages be read by different mem- 
bes of the class: Exod. 4o: 26, 27; Ley. 16: 12, 13; 
Num. 16: 6, 7; 16: 46. Yet what followed this par- 
ticular burning of incense by the ordained priests 
Nadab and Abihu? And what was the reason for 
that swift, terrible punishment, as stated in the first 
verse of the lesson? It was not that these men 
burned incense before God, but that they used 
‘‘strange”’ fire to do it with,—fire ‘‘ which he had not 
commanded them.” What was that ‘strange fire” ? 
Nobody to-day knows. It may simply have been 
fire that was kindled apart from the altars, whereas 
perhaps only fire from the altars should have been 
used. Wheréin the fire was ‘‘strange” is unim- 

‘portant ; the fact that it was strange, or different by 
a hair's breadth from that which God sad com- 
manded them, is tremendously important. God 
thought it was so important that two human livés 
were not too high a price to pay tor the teaching of 
the lesson to his children. For suggestive teaching 
comments on this matter of varying or *‘improving 
upon” one’s orders, see Mr. Ridgway’s first para- 
graph, and the second Illustration, 

In the light of the experience of Nadab and Abihu, 
how would you answer our first question, and define 
sin? Doing anything that God does not want us to 
do; or doing anything in a different way from that 
in which God wants us to do it.. Let us put the 
definition into three words, and say that sin is 
**crossing God’s will.” If we cross God’s will by 
doing something that is rnght in a wrong way, we 
have sinned as Nadab and Abihu did, have we not ? 

Next to Moses himself, what persons in the camp 
of Israel had been highest up in prominence and 
privilege and nearness to God just before this inci- 
dent?. Aaron and his sons. By nightfall of that 
day, what names do you suppose stood for the worst 
shame and sin in the camp of israel? Nadab and 
Abihu. How, then, shall we answer our second 
question, ‘‘when are we most liable to be specially 
tempted tosin?” Just after a time of great privilege 
and special nearness toGod. There’s no doubt about 
this. It was true in the experience of even the Son 
of God himself. It will be true in our experience. 
But temptation need never mean failure. 

Why did Nadab and Abihu dare to change God's 
plan, and cross God's will? Simply because they 
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wanted to substitute another will for his,—and whose 
was that? The answer gives us the answer to our 
third question, ‘‘ what is the root of all sin?” To 
put the question in another way, ‘* what will is it that 
crosses God's will?” Sedf-wi//. Read Mr. Gordon's 
vigorous third paragraph on this. 

It does not pay to cross God's will, to vary his will 
by our own even to a ‘‘trifling” degree. Why? 
Because his will is life, and the crossing of his will is 
death. That was the lesson that God was trying 
to teach the children of Israel, as he is still trying to 
teach his slow-learning children to-day. as his 
punishment of the two sons of Aaron too severe? 
ro what Mr. Gordon's fifth paragraph says as to 
this. ; 

If some one wanted a siire, quick method for get- 
ting confused as to’what God's orders are, and for 
putting one’s own self-will prominently into control, 
what would you advise? The very thing that Jeho- 
vah warned Aaron against after the bodies of the 
two young men had been carried away from God's 
house: strong drink. It will do it every time: mud- 
dle brains, and develop ugly, death-bringing self- 
will. We are not told whether drink had something 





The Mystery Box 


Occasionally the answers to questions asked here 
will be found in the lesson text or elsewhere in the 
Bibie. Answers to ail the other questions can be 
jound in the lesson articles, or in the itali¢ sen- 
tences between articles, in this issue. 








1. How do the people of Syria to-day prepare to 
rend their garments? 

2. Name the uncie of Aaron, two cousins of 
Nadab and Abihu, and:two brothers of Nadab and 
Abihu. 

3- Do you, or do you not, think that Nadab and 
Abihu had been drinking? Give your reason. 

4. Whence came the fire that consumed the burnt- 
offering, just before this incident ? 

5. What man and woman in New Testament 
times were struck dead by God for a single act of 
sin? 

6. What does the use of alcohol do tor the heart 
at night time ? 

7. What reason did native Christians in Uganda 
give for pleading with a man to give up drink ? 

8. What was probably saved by the death of 
Nadab. and _,Abihu ? 

9g. What may have been the reason that prompted 
Nadab and Abihu to take strong dziak at this time ? 

10. Name a man who lived before the days of 
Noah whose offering to God displeased God. 

11. How did the triends of Matayo of Uganda 
help him ? 

12. Mention some of the laws of Moses that would 
seem wise even for modern times. 

13. Mention the farmer’s seven reasons for voting 
for a temperance law. 

14. With what does the Book of Leviticus chiefly 
deal ? 

15. What were some of the reasons why a priest 
of Israeli should not drink ? 











to do with the failure of Aaron’s sons. The inference 
is that it did. But in any event, God thereupon 
specifically warned against it as something that 
would ‘cause death (v. 9), confusion of mind (v. 10), 
and dulling of reverence (v. 10). The priest of God 
needed to be kept free from those dangers. What 
follower of Christ to-day can safely afford to incur 
them? 


Light-Gleams from the Lesson-Writers 


Whether the sin was careless or deliberate makes no 
difference (Beecher, on v. 1). 
.. The probability is that Nadab and Abihu took strong 
drink in order to meet the special stsain and tax that was 
upon them. And that is the very time when a man cannot 
afford to take a stimulant. An artificially cleared mind is 
really a clouded mind (Beecher, vs. 8-11, and last para- 
graph). t 

Those who come nigh God are, according to the Oriental 
understanding, God’s own relatives (Howie, 1). 

Muhammad’s remedy tor intemperance (Howie, last). 

Are any of you going to die a death that your dear ones 
cannot mourn? (Ridgway, 4). 

The antiquity of rum-trouble (Ridgway, 6). 

The duty of being antiseptically clean in God’s service 
(Illustrations, 4). 

Israel was unfamiliar with a pure priesthood, hence 
needed this lesson the more (Pierson, 1). 

Those who would have God dwell with them must have 
a hallowed house, a hallowed day, and a hallowed ministry 
(Dunning, last). 

Drinking would incapacitate the priest from doing his 
duty in first-rate style (Sanders, 5). Is not that a pretty 
good reason for universal total abstinence ? 
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When you come across advertisements glowingly de- 
scribing beer as ** tiguid food,”’ etc., then ** be not decetved,”” 
for ** whosoever is decetved is not wise.’ According to the 
1907 report of the Brewers’ Convention, our energetic 
brewers are systematically conducting a ** great educa- 
tional campaign,’’ the avowed purpose of this campaign 
being to dead our people **ic consider beer as food,.and a 
necessity for the good and health of the public.’ 
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Difficult Points Explained 
By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D. 
How to Locate this Lesson 


LACE.—At the tent of meeting, near Mt. Sinai. 

Persons.—Moses, his brother Aaron, Aaron’s 

four sons who are being set apart with him to 

the priesthood, their relatives Uzziel and Mishael and 
Elzaphan. 

Time.—Either during the seven days while Aaron 
and his sons waited at the doorway of the tent, or on 
the eighth day. At the moment of the death of the two 
brothers, Aaron and his other sons were engaged in 
priestly duties so important that they could not inter- 
mit them (Lev. 10 : 7, comp, 8 : 33,9: 1). Probably 
B.C. 1497, on the basis of the biblical data. 

The account in Exodus 4o is a summary, and in 
part, for the sake of brevity, it disregards the chro- 
nological order. After the setting up of the tent, and 
the placing of the furniture, came the presentation 
and the attiring of Aaron (Lev. 8 : 1-9), and pre- 
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sumably of his sons (Lev. 8: 13; Exod. qo : 12-15). 
Then came the anointing, first of the tent and its 
appurtenances and then of the priests (Lev. 8 : 10- 
12; Exod, 40 : 9-15), and after that the sac: ifices 
(Lev. 8 : 14ff.). Then Aaron and his sons wuited at 
the doorway seven days, and on the cighth day they 
began to officiate as priests (Lev. 8 : 33-35; 9: 1). 
They performed a series of sacrificial acts, and then 


~ Moses and Aaron went together into the tent. When 


they came out and blessed the people, the glory of 
oe appeared, and a wonderful fire, flashing 
orth from the vicinity of the ark, either kindled the 
fire on the altar or else gave it new energy (Lev. 9 : 
23-24). 


Light on Puzzling Passages 


Verses 1-2.— 700k each of them his censer : Whether 
it was a careless mistake or wilful bravado we are 
not informed.— Strange fire: We are not told 
whether they offered a wrong -kind of incense or 
offered it wrongly. In any case their sin was diso- 
bedience.—- Before Jehovah: In front of the curtain 
behind which the ark was.—7hey died before Jeho- 
vah;: In the tabernacle, before the holy ot holies. 

Verses 3-5.—Moses said unto Aaron: They seem 
to have been witnesses of the incident.— Moses called 
Mishaeil, etc.: The nearest kindred of the men except 
those who were at the moment engaged in high- 
priestly duties. 

Verses 6-7.—Let not the hair of your heads go 
loose, etc.: Their priestly duties are so important 
that they must not intermit them even for the closest 
bereavement that could come to a man, [Perhaps 
it was also because the death was the direct result of 
sin, that the survivors were forbidden to mourn the 
dead. —Epiror.]— Ye sha// not go out from the door: 
Or, ‘‘go forth away from the door.” . Until the 
solemnities are completed, their place is beside the 
altar near the doorway of the tent. 

Verses 8-11.—/ehovah spake unto Aaron: The 
placing of this precept in proximity with this incident 
suggests that there is a connection between them. 
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The Stringy 
By S. D. 


RINK is'a wrecker. It has wrecked many a 
promising career. These young men came of 
one of the first and best families. They had 

unusual opportunities. ‘They steod next in promi- 
nence to the two great leaders. They had been 
chosen for the highest and holiest service; had just 
been publicly consecrated, and had witnessed the im- 
pressive act of God in accepting the worship of the 
people. Did young men ever have greater privilege 
and opportunity ? Yet all is utterly wrecked by a 
single act of bold daring. Their names might have 
been high on the honor list of history. Instead, they 
are known only as disgraced. 

The results of, strong drink do not always follow 
so swiftly as hére, but always as surely. It in- 
jures the body, muddles the brain, blurs the moral 
sense, stupefies the finer instincts, dulls and deadens 
the tender passions, arouses the animal passions, and 
makes one neglectful of natural relations and obliga- 
tions. Here it blurred the moral sense, and led toa 
profanely presumptuous act in the holy service of 
God. Its whole tendency is to make sacred things 
common in the bad sense. Alcohol is a result chemi- 
cally of disintegration and putrefaction, and it tends 
to make all things it touches like itself. It can come 
only through death to the article from which it comes. 
It is born of death, and gives birth to death. Such 
stuff would better be kept strictly and sternly outside 
the sacred precincts of one’s body. 

The core of all sin is here in the act of these two 
men. They were self-willed. They did the thing 
they preferred to do, though trey had been plainly 
told not to. They knew what God wanted done. He 
had gone to great pains to plan out the ofder of serv- 
ice so that it should be an object lesson of great truth. 
They dared wilfully and flippantly to make a change 
in the planned order. ee eee God; worse yet, 
they blasphemed him, for they put themselves above 
him. They were bent on doing theirown way. This 
is the strong, stringy core of all sin. The heart of a 
true life is thing God’s will. The rooty core of all 
sin is self-will. 

When God asks obedience there is always a reason. 
He is never dictatorial nor arbitrary. He does not 
ask obedience simply for the sake of being obeyed. 
There is great good in that if there were. no more. 
The act of obedience strengthens the will, sweetens 
the life, and gives sinew to the character. It is quite 
sufficient reason for obedience that God asksit. We 
may obey intelligently without understanding fully 
or even partly why we should. It takes strength so 
to obey, and reveals strength, too. But there is 
always more. God has a reason every time he asks 


ad 


‘obedience. There is always a deep purpose being 


aimed at in addition to the obedience itself. Here 
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The suggestion does not amount to a necessary infer- 
ence, but nothing can be more natural than the 
pf ages. that Nadab and Abihu, feeling the strain 
o 


their eight days of tension, had resorted to stimu- . 


lants, and that their foolish conduct is thus'to be 
accounted for.—Drink no wine: By wine this writer 
means fermented grape-juice.—Nor strong drink: 
Drink by which a person may get drunk. The 
kinds of strong drink known to this writer were 
stern mga wine and beer and mead, but not distilled 
iquors.— When ye go into the tent of meeting: 
The prohibition covers all services in connection with 
the tent, and not merely such as were performed 
within it. The time not to fortify yourself with 
stimulants is oy oye | when you have taxing or im- 
portant duties to perform.—/hat ye die not: This 
rule is so important that the violation of it deserves 
the death penalty. The penalty has been divinely 
inflicted in the case of Nadab and Abihu.—7hat ye 
may make a distinction: Abstain from intoxicants 
because they disqualify you for making the distinc- 
tions that you ought to make. ‘The prescription is 
not restricted use, but total abstinence. 

The specific temperance lesson here is that against 
bracing ourselves by intoxicants when we have 
emergencies to meet, or when we are overtasked. 
Possibly barring certain genuinely extreme cases, no 
practise is more disastrous than this. An artificially 
cleared mind is really a clouded mind, unfit for re- 
sponsibilities. We have also a wider lesson. In 
certain conditions, total abstinence from intoxicants 
as a beverage is the only true temperance. If we 
conscientiously apply this to ourselves, most of us 
will be total abstainers. oe 

AUBURN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, 


54 
The best remedy for delirium tremens is—remove the 
cause. ‘* Our sanitarium reports a total suspension of 


cases of delirium tremens since the enforcing of our pro- 
hibitory liguor laws,’’ says the Hon. C. W. Trickett, 
Prosecuting Attorney of Kansas City, Kansas. 
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‘the training Of a whole nation’ was invelyed, in.,the 


faithful carrying out of the tabernacle service... 
The punishment that came so swiftly seems severe 
at first flush. So it probably seemed to the father of 
these young men, as his startled eyes looked upon 
their dead bodies. Yet it was not severity that 
prompted it, but a kindly mercy. Had no notice been 
taken of their act of sin, the entire nation would have 


‘been badly hurt. The punishment was proportioned 


to the sin. That sin was a radical one. It gave the 
lie direct to God’s teaching. The tabernacle and its 
service was planned to teach that God is pure and 
holy, and that the people were to be like him. 
Through obedience to him they would become like 
him. These léaders stood up before the whole na- 
tion, and said by their act, ‘‘ You can do as you please, 
and you can be as you please, regardless of God.” 
They flung the lie in God’s face. Because they were 
leaders, and because of the sad boldness of their sin, 
it must be dealt with radically and promptly for the 
crowd’s sake. Sin, unchecked, spreads like wildfire. 
These two deaths probably saved hundreds of lives, 
and souls, too. it was a killing of the sin embodied 
in these men. The prompt punishment acted as a 
check upon the same sort of sin in the crowd. The 
ety were taught to think of the badness of this sin 

y the punishment it met. Crowd-contagion leads 
many to do what one has done. Suicides are apt to 
goin epidemics until the impulse spends itself. A 
murder unpunished is invariably followed by an in- 
crease of lawless violence. Military records show 
plainly that stern disciplinarians among generals pass 
the death sentence less frequently than those who 
are lax and lenient in discipline. Severity’ saves 
lives. Every act of God is prompted by great love, 
though we cannot always trace it. But there the 
bother is with our eyes, not with his love. 


‘** There’s a kindness in his justice 
Which is more than liberty.” 


Fresh touck with God constantly is necessary to 
overcome the influence of sin. Drink ‘seems to have 
in it the spirit of sin. Sin makes everything common 
in a bad sense. It steals away reverence and all the 
finer feelings, and so does drink. Even with the best 
of men there is a constant tendency to get used’ to 
holy things in a not-good way. The man engaged in 
leading the service of prayer and worship, whether in 
ehurch or Sunday-school or the familv circle, needs 
to take special pains to cultivate the sense of God’s 
presence. Only so will there be that real reverential 
awe brooding in his spirit that should mark every 
approach to God. It is-dangerous and hurtful to 
one’s self to lead: others in such service without hav- 
ing a fresh touch with God each time, and continu- 


- Abner (2 Sam. 3: 31). 
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ously. A man never gets beyond the need of being 
‘*anointed with fresh oil” for each service he coh- 
ducts. So only can he retain the fine sense of God’s 
presence, so essential to true worship. 

Ged’s leaders must be true to God. Those who 


stand for him must aim to be like him in motive and 
-Spirit-and conduct. He is holy and pure. They must 


be, too. So they glorify him. We ghority God most 
by being like him. We sanctify God, that is, declare 


.to men that he is pure and holy, by being so our- 


selves. Every bit of sin is blasphemy against God. 
The truest worship of God is a God-like character 


and life. It is not the only worship, but it is the 


highest. It always leads to the worship of the con- 
gregation, and to the worship of the lips. God was 
not glorified in the death of these men. He is never 
ones by sin or its sad results, but in spite of them. 

e is glorified only in the God-likeness of his creation. 
He is insistent on holiness and _— in all, espe- 
cially inthe leaders. ‘This was the old Hebrew rule 
for priests. Through Jesus we are all priests. a fe 
holiness, likeness to himself,—these glorify God. e 
wants these in us. ‘This is what he means by being 
sanctified in those that come nigh. 

Mapison, N. J. 
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Getting rid of the saloon helps solve the child-labor prob- 
lem and the compulsory education problem. Here is the 
record of Kansas City, Kansas, since the laws forbidding 
the sale of liquor were enforced: Formerly the children of 
drinking fathers had to help earn the living for the family. 
Now they are attending school in such increased numbers 
that the school board has had to employ eighteen additional 
teachers. 
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Oriental Lesson-Lig its 


WILL be sanctified in them that come nigh me 
(v. 3). ‘‘Them that come nigh me” appears in 
the Arabic version as ‘‘them that are near me,” 

and the well understood further meaning of this 
._phrase is, “ My relatives,”—those that are bound to 
me by blood or covenant and hence the sentiment of 
this verse harmonizes with the proverb: ‘‘ The of- 
fense is felt in°‘proportion to the’ = Py of friendship 
between the offender and the offendéd.”"" Nadab and 
Abihu were chosen of the chosen, and were less ex- 
pected than any others in the world to unfit them- 
selves for the distinction between what is forbidden 
and what is allowed (v.. ro). 

Let not the hair of your heads. go loose, neither 
rend your clothes (v. 6).. David .ordered Joab and 
the people to rend their garments at the funeral of 

Jeremiah sorrowfully calls 
upon Jerusalem to cast off her hair and throw it away 
to emphasize her grief (Jer. 7: 29). Though customs 
have changed in some parts of Syria, enough remains 
to show that the mourners love the deceased, and re- 
spect their memories. It has been explained to me 
by those who profess to see behind the curtain, that 
it happens, at times when people are in expectation of 
bad news, that they put on old garments so that when 
the moment comes and the garment must be rent, the 
material loss is as slight as possible. If Jehovah for- 
bade to some extent these visible signs of respect to 
the memory of Nadab and Abihu, it must have been 
because they had failed to respect his commandment 
in the sight of Israel (1 Sam. 2: 30). 

Drink no wine nor strong drink... when ye go 
into the tent of meeting (v. 9. Comp. Ezek. 44: 21). 
Respectable Orientals despise, condemn, and abhor 
drunkenness as sincerely as do the best people in the 
west, and they suffer, if not as widely, fully as deeply 
from its consequences as do Americans and Europeans. 
But this is not the fault of Muhammad. Thirteen 
hundred years ago he discovered and proclaimed the 
only infallible remedy for this evil,—total, universal, 
private and public abstinence from using, carrying 
and manufacturing any intoxicating drinks, 


SuHweErr, Mt. LEBANON, SYRIA. 
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The Unholy Use of Holy Things 


The Lesson’s Missionary Meaning 
By Delavan L. Pierson 


4 . THAT would you think of using a fine linen 
handkerchief as a pen-wiper, or a beautiful 
carriage as an ash-cart? Ifyou were the 


owner, would you not make rules for their proper 


use ?,,God made man to be clean and useful, and 
his priests were set apart as holy in order that they 
might teach the people to be holy. Israel was not 
used to pure priests in Egypt, and would find them 
even wotse in Canaan, but Jehovah's priests must be 
different. Nadab and Abihu had probably been 


drinking. Their bodies were defiled and given over 
to the control of evil, so that they offered strange 
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fire before the Lord. 
nipped in the bud. 
nholiness is a great characteristic of false religion 
to-day. The priests are corrupt. Their lives’ are 
impure. They are dishonest, and do what God does 
not command. What, then, would you expect ‘of 
those who follow them? If our clergymen wee 'in- 
temperate, cigarette smokers, opium users, dishonest, 
-immoral, as are many priests in heathen lands, their 
people would be ruined by their example. God's 
ople must put a difference between holy and un- 
oly (v. 10), between clean and unclean. 

Thun who offer false fire will be consumed by it. 
Those who defile the temples of God will be de- 
stroyed. Who are God’s priests and temples to-day ? 
(1 Pet. 2:5; 1 Cor. 3: 16, 17.) If all men are made 
to be his priests and the temples of his Spirit, what 
about the use of intoxicating drinks and everything 
else that unfits them for their office? Even on the 
lowest grounds of common-sense, the Chinese are 
trying to stamp out opium-smoking; even heathen 
kings are asking Christian nations to stop the impor- 
tation of strong drink, and business-men are de- 
manding that their employees abstain from cigarettes. 
Hew much more reason has a Christian for abstain- 
ing from these injurious and defiling habits, and for 
using his influence to lead other men, made in God's 
image, to purify and use rightly the bodies and 
minds God has given them! If you would see the 
contrgst between one who abuses and one who se 
his body pure, read the story of Pastor Hsi or the 
history of some of the converted *‘ bums” of Water 
Street. The missionary meaning of the lesson is 
this: there is and there must be a difference between 
the followers of the Holy God and the followers of 
appetite and other false gods. The former will be 

urified and given power by the holy fire, but.the 
latter are destroyed by burning false fire. .Téach 
this to the children (v. 11). anes 

In many of the mission fields, the Christians show 
a fine purpose to keep themselves pure, and to influ- 
enéé their companions to abstain from all that hin- 
ders. In Uganda, not long ago, a man named 
Matayo, who had confessed Christ, began to give 
way to drink. His Christian friends plead with him 
to give it up, but he asked to be let alone. They 
said: ‘‘ When you were shot on the battlefield and 
were dying, we helped to save you. Now you have 
a wound in .your soul that will make you sick, and 

erhaps kill you. We .will not. leave you alone.” 
Every act or habit that injures is a wound in the-soul. 
+ BROOKLYN; N.Y." atigtte 


This evil tendency .mustrbe, 
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On National Teniperance Day, Friday, September 20, 
a: the Jamestown Exposition, the main auditorium on the 
Exposition grounds and the Convention Hall will be used, 
speakers of wide reputation and ability will be on the pro- 
gram, and if you cannot hear, you can look at the large 
maps from several states, showing ‘* wet’? and ‘* dry”? 
terrizory, with comparisons of criminal expenses, etc, 
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The Busy Man’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


ADAB and Abthu, the sons of Aaron. 
died (vs. 1, 2). Remember that golden calf 
affair? A weak father means wayward boys. 

Our best apprentices are country boys and Irish lads. 
Irishmen and countrymen don’t let the boys run the 
family. ‘‘Pop” is boss. Nadab and Abihu were the 
‘‘big man’s” sons. Princes after a sort. Had 
the highest privileges. They disobeyed. What do 

ou think the ‘strange fire” was? I don’t know. 

ut I do know they did something their own way in- 
stead of God’s way, and oe! paid the penalty. So 
will you every time, although it is not always death. 
Our failures come because we do not ask God his 
way. ‘‘It doesn’t make so much difference what a 
fellow believes so he does pretty near the square 
thing.” Doesn't it? (John 8:24.) Aaron’s boys sup- 
posed God would accept any sort of offering and 
service—well, ‘‘ they died.” 


Aaron held his peace (v. 3). Aaron bowed to God’s 
will. From the tombstone of achild: ‘‘ Who plucked 
this flower?” the gardener cried in anger. ‘! It was 
I,” said the Master, and the gardener was silent 
(Psa. 39:9). Of course we pity the poor old father. 
Weare doing it daily as we take up our papers. The 
worst thing about sin is the broken hearts. Moses 
explains why it was done. These young men had 
just been exalted into a high office. Those whomin- 
ister-for God must be somewhere near right. This 
Sunday-school business we teachers are in is a seri- 
ous business. God ‘‘ will be sanctified” in us: and 
before all the scholars ‘ glorified.”” To be sure; we 
would all be frightened and quit were it not for the 
promises (2 Cor. 12:9; Phil. 4: 13). 


Carry your brethren... out of the camp (v. 4). 
And of course we all think of Ananias and Sapphira 
(Acts 5). It zs a good commentary on this lesson. 
Only a little lie—a trifling matter! Aaron's boys’ 


.. they 
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fault probably. jyst as trifling. Both deaths came at 


‘the starting of a new religion, and both deaths made 


a most profound impression, 


Moses said unto Aaron and... his sons, Let not 
the hair of your heads go loose (v.6). ‘* Don't mourn 
for your boys.” Say, are any of you going to die a 
death your dear ones can't show sorrow over? Puil 
you out of the wreck of a Sunday excursion, fish you 
out of the water from a Sunday swim or skate, bury 

ou from a jail, gather your body from a drunken 
Brawl ? God forbid ! here are families in this 
land where some members are never mentioned. 
Their pictures are taken from walls and albums to 
spare painful questions. It is as though the earth 
had opened and swallowed them. ‘Their memory is 
locked up in some Aaron's heart—and the mother’s! 
Boys, sin is an awful thing (Deut. 29: 20), and as 
this is a temperance lesson read the nineteenth verse 
too, and note ‘‘ add drunkenness to thirst,” also mar- 
gin. Thatis about the mathematics of it, I guess ! 


And they did according to the word of Moses (v. 
7). And they were wise. And we would be wise, 
too, right now. It would settle the land question to 
have the year of jubilee and get our property ail 
back. It would save panics and hard times to have a 
Sabbath year and slow up voluntarily. It would 
save much sickness if we would not touch the dead. 
It would save crime if we made thieves restore four- 
fold instead of boarding them in idleness, living 
much better than thousands of honest men. And a 
whole lot more things ‘‘according to the word of 
Moses.”’ It is a question if we shall not have to get 
back to Moses—that is to say, to God (Deut. 1: 3). 
Read the book of Deuteronomy this afternoon. 


Jehovah spake unto Aaron. ... Drink no wine 
(vs. 8, 9). So here we have the secret of the whole 
trouble. * Yet people tell us the evils of rum are a 
modern production. ‘Why, sir, my grandfather, 
religious man that he was, always had liquor 


he 
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to drink in. house and. harvest-field,”” and ‘all 
stores kept liquor same as molasses,” and ‘ no, sir, 
nobody got drunk,” etc. People forget, that's all. 
Here we are in this lesson away back at the begin- 
ning of things, and we find old Mr. Rum at his regu- 
lar business of doing young men to death and 
breaking a father’s heart. Look around town and 
find sorrow and failure and misery and shame and 
deviltry, and see if you cannot spell almost every 
case R-u-m. ‘Take your * yellow journal,” and witn 
a red pencil write on every article you think requires 
it, R-e-d R-u-m, and see what a study in color you 
will have. 


Teach the children of Israel (vy. 11). And the 
children of Uncle Sam, too, When the Woman's 
Christian Temperance Union got into the public 
schools with the temperance teaching they struck 
ten. In most cases boys are led into intemperance 
through ignorance. Just as many a girl's ignorance 
and innocency is the cause of her undoing, so it is 
with a boy. How many of you have ever tasted 
liquor? Tell us quickly how you came to doit. Ig- 
norance, as I thought. Examples all around us to 
teach by warning—but they don’t. The Catholic 
Church says ‘‘ Let us have the children until they are 
seven.” e ought to get the children and make them 
abstainers (Prov. 22 : 6). 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 


~ 


Every day in the year our liquor dealers are pursuing 
a ‘*campaign of education,”’ circulating literature spe- 
cially prepared to defend the drink habit and the liquor 
traffic. In the latest report(1907) of the Protective Bureau 
of the Wholesale Liguor Dealers’ Association, it is stated 
that they put into, circulation in the last twelve months 
4,582,200 pieces of literature, Are you, as a Sunday- 
school worker, doing your share to conduct a ‘* campaign 
of education” in behalf of total abstinence and for the 
destruction of the liquor traffic ? 


bal 


The Hlustration Round-Table 





Cheating the Heart of its Rest—Golden Text. 


INE is a mocker, strong drink abrawler,; and 
W whosoever erreth thereby ts not wise (Golden 
Text). The late Dr. Sir Benjamin Ward Rich- 
ardson said‘ at a public meeting: ‘‘I “was on one 
occasion able, by a simple experiment, to convey a 
considerable amount of conviction to an intelligent 
scholar, who was singing the praises of the ‘ ruby 
bumper,’ and saying he could not get through the 
day without it. I said to him, ‘ Will you carefully 
count my pulse while I stand here?’ He did so 
and said, ‘Your pulse is seventy-four.’ I then sat 
down in a chair, and asked him to count it again. 
He did so and said, ‘ Your heart has gone down to 
seventy." I then lay down on the, lounge, when 
he said, ‘Why, it is only sixty-four. What an 
extraordinary thing!’ I then said, ‘When you lie 
down at night, that is the way nature gives your 
heart rest. You know nothing about it, but it is 
a great deal of rest, because in lying down the 
heart is doing ten strokes less a minute. Multiply 
that by sixty, and it is six hundred; multiply it by 
eight hours, and within a fraction it is five thousand 
strokes different; and as the heart is throwing six 
ounces of blood at every stroke, it makes a difference 
of thirty thousand ounces of lifting during the night. 
When I lie down at night without any alcohol, that 
is the rest my heart gets. But when you take your 
wine, you do not allow that rest, for the influence of 
alcohol is to increase the number of strokes; and, in- 
stead of getting this rest, you put on something like 
fifteen thousand extra strokes, and the result is you 
rise up very unfit for the next day’s work till you 
have taken a little more of the ‘ ruby bumper.’ ”— 
Marietta Gilmore, Auburn, N. ¥. 





“Improving.” upon Orders—v. 1. 


And offered strange fire before Jehovah, whieh 
he had oe Ss gine ue. if Steel-headed 
hammers are not allowed to be used inside powder- 
mills, copper hammers being used instead, there 
being no fear.of drawing fire with them. Two car- 
penters, going into a powder-mill to do some repairs, 
though fully acquainted with the regulations, per- 
sistéd in using a steel hammer, with the result that a 
spark flew from the. hammer-head, and in a moment, 
with a dull, Heavy roar, the mill and the men were 
blown to atoms.,—Mrs. M. Watts, Clapham Park, 
London, England. From The Sunday School Chron- 
ticle. The prize for this week is awarded to this 
illustration. 





Struck Dead for Blasphemy—v. 2. 


And there came forth fire from before Jehovah, 
and devoured them, and they died before Jehovah 
(v. 2). Dr. A. J. Gordon wrote: ‘‘ Nadab and Abihu 
belong to the class of, blasphemers who, either by 
tongue or act, burlesque religion and drag holy things 





into the mire of mockery. In British Burma a com- 


ee of native Christians were assembled on the 
anks 


of a lake to witness the baptism of converts 
from the heathen faith. A father and son who had 
bitterly opposed the gospel .interrupted the: service 
by blasphemous outcries and: lascivious demonstra- 
tions, The father then began to caricature the cere- 
mony, pronouncing the baptismal formula and coup- 
ling the name of the Trinity with most horrible 
blasphemies, so that the services stopped. A native 
evangelist arose, and, turning to the father, said: 
‘O full of all subtlety and mischief, thou child of the 
devil, wilt thou not cease to pervert the right ways 
of the Lord?’ As he spoke, the Holy Spirit seemed 
to fall‘upon the assembly. The disturbers, smitten 
with terror, ran up the hillside. Suddenly they fell 
prostrate to the earth. The Christians lifted them 
up and bore them to the village. The father was 
found to be dead, and though the son afterward re- 
covered consciousness, the stroke proved fatal. Who 
can doubt but that this was a direct judgment of God 
against the sin of blasphemy.— Zhe Rev. C. F. But- 
terfield, Friendship, Me. From The Sunday School 
Journal, ' 


Cleansed for Service—v. 3. 


1 will be sanctified in them that come nigh me 
ha 3). Several years ago I was in a hospital in 
ichmond, Virginia, to be present at an operation to 
be performed on a little son of a friendof mine. The 
little fellow had been prepared, ready for the sur- 
eon. I stood beside him during a short wait before 
e was wheeled into the operating-room. He needed 
some little attention, and I reached forth my hand to 
render it, when a warning gesture from the physician 
stopped me. My hands had not been treated with an 
antiseptic wash.. I had not been properly cleansed 
and purified to render this service. And so those 
who would render acceptable service unto God must 
have clean hands and pure hearts. Let us pray the 
pad of the Psalmist, ‘‘ Purge me with hyssop, and 
shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than 
, “yd Rev. W. Thorburn Clark; Carrsville, 
a. 





Gladstone’s Personal Work—v. 9. 





Drink no wine nor strong drink (v.9). Dr. E.S. 
Lewis tells how Gladstone once heard of two young 
men in the village where he lived who had become 
notorious for their drinking habits, and he determined 
to make an effort tosave them. He invited them to 
see him at the castle, and there, in ‘‘ The Temple of 
Peace,” as his library was called, he impressively 
appealed to them to change their ways; and, kneel- 
ing with them, fervently asked God to sustain and 
strengthen them in their resolve to abstain from that 
which had hitherto done them so much harm. Long 


afterward, one of the young men said: ‘‘ Never can 
I forget the scene; it is indelibly impressed on my 
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mind.. The ‘ Grand Old Man’ was profoundly moved 
by the intensity of his solicitation. My companion 
is now a prominent Baptist preacher, and neither of 
us has touched a drop of intoxicating drink since, nor 
are we ever likely to violate an undertaking so im- 
pressively ratified."—N. H. Manary, Pimento, Ind. 


Good Reasons for Voting for Temperance—v. g. 


Nor thy sons with thee (v. 9). During a temper- 
ance amonen. a lawyer was discussing, with no 
little show of learning, the clauses of the proposed 
temperance law. An old farmer, who had been list- 
ening attentively, shut his knife with a snap, and 
said; ‘‘I don’t know nuthin’ about the law, but I've 
got seven good reasons for votin’ for it.” ‘* What are 
they ?" asked the lawyer. And the grim old farmer 
responded, ‘‘ Four sons and three daughters.”— 
From the Presbyterian Review. 


Japan’s Emperor Takes High Ground—v. 9g. 


Drink no wine (v. 9). The first day of the New 
Year, 1907, when the foreign diplomats and noted 
een personages were received in audience by 

is Majesty, no drinks were served except chocolate 
and lemonade. Such would have been impossible a 
few years ago. It is another laurel in the crown of 
Japan's ‘Ten-no-Heika.—Mrs. W. W. Wilson, Ur- 
bana, Ohio. From The Union Signal. 
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It would be well for our rising generation if all pastors 
were as earnest and energetic in temperance matters as ts a 
Wisconsin Catholic priest. Upon learning that the chil- 
dren of his parish were using candy containing whisky, 
this faithful priest investigated the candy, exposed the sale 
of the ‘whisky drops’’ through the local papers, instructed 
the children as to the dangers from alcoholic appetite, and 
then the dealers who had sold the alcoholizsed candy were 
threatened with prosecution on three counts: (1) Selling 
adulterated food, (2) selling liquor without a license, (3) 
selling liquor to minors. 

ee) 


Teaching the Temperance Lesson 
By Mrs. J. W. Tavenner 


F WE have been careful in teaching the Ten Com- 
mandments, have had them committed to mem- 
ory, and. made certain, they were understood in 

their relation ta,our lives, then this lesson, in ‘total 
abstinence ;will haveia solid foundation in the sixth 
commandment, whieh teaehes the. value of human 
life. Any habit of ours that shortens our life or the 
lives of others is dangerous, and should be shunned. 

If through our teaching the boys. and girls have 
been led to see that God’s love for his people prompted 
him to give these commands, we shall:see that it is 
wise to let alone what God forbids. 

Before assigning this lesson, make sure that the 
“Tabernacle” lesson is fully understood by the 
class ; especially the duties of: the priests, their re- 
sponsibility in occupying such an important position 
to obey implicitly God’s commands. 

The previous Sunday have the class open their 
Bibles to Leviticus 10 : I-11, call special attention to 
verses 8, 9, 16, and 11, ask that these be committed to 
memory that the class may know what ‘‘ God spake 
unto Aaron” concerning strong drink, how long the 
statutes should last, and that they might know the 
difference between holy and unholy, clean and un- 
clean, that they might teach the children. 

Then assign the following Bible references and 
illustrations from The Sunday School Times for 
August Ir: 

Why we should not use strong drink (Isa. 28: 7; 
Prov. 23 : 20. 31, 32; Rom. 14: 21). 

Ridgway’s ‘‘ Busy Man’s Corner,” paragraph 1, 
verses 1 and 2, verses 8 and 9, same article. 

Mr. Gordon's third paragraph. 

** Cheating the Heart of its Rest ” (Illustration). 

Besides these references, have letters of testimony 
from local business firms who will noc employ men 
and boys who use strong drink and tobacco, because 
it v .fits them in pertorming their duties. Ask the 
ptiv‘lege of pubhshing ‘a few of ‘these in the local 
papers to spread the information. We should have 
our pupils know the nature of alcoholic drinks and 
the result of their use. 

Afte~ 1 review of the Tabernacle lesson let us open 
cur Bibles and read the entire lesson withort comment. 

God loved his people so well that he had to teach 
them that prayer must be offered in the right way. 
God punished these two by death, so none of the 
other people wouid disobey his commands. 

We are not sure what made Nadab and Abihu offer 
incense in a way to displease God, but afterward 
God told Aaron Blond class read v. 9), ‘‘ Do not drink 
wine nor strong drink, thou nor thy sons with thee, 
when ye go into the tabernacle, lest ye die.” So we 
feel alenest sure they had been drinking wine or 
strong drink. 

You know peopie can't tell the difterence between 
right and wrong when they are drunken, and are apt 
to choose the wrong, which they nearly always do. 
God wanted his people to be free from the sin of 
drink so their minds would be clear and their bodies 
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strong, so they would know the difference between 


holy and unholy, and clean and unclean (have vs: 10, © 


11, read from Bible), and so they could teach others of 
His ways. How could they teach their children 
God's laws so they would pi them if they them- 
selves sinned against God by defiling their bodies 
with wine and strong drink ? 

God calls our bodies ** temples,” a place for him to 
live, and he wants us to keep ourselves pure so we 
can think good thoughts, speak kind words, and do 
noble deeds. There are many kinds of drink that 


unfit us to do our duty toward ourselves, toward’ 


others, and toward God, just as strong drink unfitted 
Nadab and Abihu to do their duty as priests. 

Now call for references and eneshtions assigned 
previously, after which the impressions made ought 
to lead to expression by pledge-signing. 

Normal, ILL. 
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Banks and business flourish when the saloon ceases to 
get the wages of the working- man, Since the sale of 
liquor has been stopped in Kansas City, Kansas, ‘* the 
deposits of our lanks have increased one and a half million 
dollars,’’ is the message in a personal letter. ‘* People 
who formerly cived in poverty because of spending their 
money tn saloons are now living in comfort, and hundreds 
of them have opened accounts with savings-banks; the 
merchants have been compelled to employ additional cierks.”’ 


<_e 


Home Readings for. the Week Preceding the Lesson 


Monday.—Lev. t0:1-11. 2... ee a 
Tuesday.—Exod. 30: 1-10 .. . . Strange incense forbidden 
Wednesday.—-2 Chron. 26: 14-2t . . Disobedience punished 
‘Thursday.—Ezek. 44: 15-21. . .... .. Rules for priests 


Friday.—Luke 21: 29-36 ...... .. + & Take heed! 

Saturday.—John 4: 5-24 . ...... +. + . True worship 

Sunday.—1 Thess. 5:5-23. .. .... . . Children of light 
b 4 


Shutting up saloons secures parental care for children. 
Since the enforcement of the prohibitory liquor laws in one 
city, tts juvenile court reports *‘ almost a total suspension 
of demand for aid for dependent children.” 


‘<_O 


“From the Platform 
we } By, Philip. BE.’ Howard wes 
A Prayer Before the Lesson 


GOD,.we know .that thy love is in thy judg- 

ments, and that in love thou hast set Licade 

about our doings. In keeping thy laws, we 
are but obeying the orderings of thy love. Grant 
that we may not foolishly refuse to abide by thy 
commands, and in our folly make wreck of our lives 
and the lives of others; but may we daily strive to 
find and to do thy will and not ourown. Help us to 
live the clean and open life of those whose hearts are 
right with thee, and to make an unyielding fight for 
the overcoming of every temptation to give way to 
lower ideals and unworthy deeds. Amen. 


After the Lesson 


‘*What’s the difference: Oh, I don’t care; it 
doesn’t matter. Who will know anything about it ? 
And it’s just for this once, anyhow. I must have 
some fun. I can’t always be standing up straight 
and keeping away from the things the others do. So 
here goes!” Have you heard such talk as that? 
Have you thought such thoughts as those? But 
there zs a difference. It does matter. God will 
know. And whydo the wrong thing even just once? 
Why not always stand up straight? In our lesson 


FOREVER 


HOLY COMMON | 
CLEAN UNCLEAN 




















to-day there is a big word, one of the biggest in the 
language, which God uses to make the law ‘he is 
giving just as binding and as far-reaching along the 

ath of life as possible. it -is inthe -ninth verse. 
What is it? Forever! (Write it-wpon the board.) 
And there was-to be, forever, a difference, a distinc- 
tion (draw vertical line upon board): between what ? 
Yes, the Holy and the mmon: and the Unciean 
and the Clean (write these on the board). 

It wasn’t, you notice, a bit of gentle advice to 
Aaron, a suggestion that. he might of course’ some- 
times let down the standard, but—forever, a distinc- 
tion, a statute, a binding law. ‘‘ Well enough for 
Aaron,” some one says, ‘** but not intended for me.” 
Yes, yes. for you/ For every one of us there must 
come into life a sharp distinction between holy and 
unholy, clean and unclean, or we shall never rise or 
lift others to anything like real Christian character. 
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Why ask for any lower standard than God gave to 
his chosen man Aaron? Let lower standards alone. 
They are not worth discussing. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


"Hymns and Psalms for this Lesson 


(With references also to the old and new editions of the 
metrical Psalm book ‘‘ Bible Songs."’) 


“Yield Not to temptation.” Psalm 39 : 1-8. 
“Sinners. turn ; why will ye die.’’ (53:1-8. 82: 1-8.) 
“The world is very evil."’ Psalm 119 : 1-6. 


(472: 1-3. 242: 1-3.) 
Psalm 111 : 5-10. 
(161: 4,5. 227: 4-10.) 


‘* My soul, be on thy guard.” 
** In the hour of trial." 
**T need ‘] hee every hour.”’ Psalm 119 : 13-16. 
‘* Oft in danger, oft in woe."’ (172: 9-12. 242:5, 6.) 
“O Lord, our strength in weak- Psalm 141 : 1-6. 

ness."’ (208 : 1-4. gor : 1-3.) 


|Graded Helps| 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


Temperance Lesson Story: Disobedience to God’s 
Commands Brought Danger, Even Death, to 
Nadab and Abihu. 


Lesson Thought: There is Always Danger in Wine 
and Strong Drink. 

Lesson Aim: There Can be no Danger to Me if I 
Let Them Alone. 


INTRODUCTION. 


There is always a right and a wrong way to do 
everything ; the right way is safest, the wrong way 
1s dangerous. Charlie’s birthday present was a 
knife. Instead of opening just one blade at a time, 
as father advised, he tried to- see them all at once ; 
the knife slipped, and he was so badly cut that he 
was not only frightened, but suffered for several days. 


REVIEW. ’ 


God planned the commandments and tabernacle to 
guard the children of ‘Israel from danger during the 
‘wilderness journey and in the promised land, As 
long as they kept his name, his day, and his ‘house 
holy ‘they ‘would’ be safé." They wére pleased to 
bring offerings for the tabernacle, and God showed 
that he was pleased, for when it was put together, 
‘‘ Then a cloud covered the tent of the congregation, 
and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle.” (Re- 
call details. ) : 


LESSON. 


Somebody had to take care of the tabernacle, so 
Aaron and his four sons were set apart to look after 
the services and sacrifices, and the Levites were their 
helpers, to set it up, take it down, or move it from 
place to place. ; 

God had said that a light should always be kept 
burning on the altar (Exod. 27 : 20, 21), and that 
when Aaron or his sons went into the tabernacle tc 
till the lamps with oil ‘in the morning, or light them 
in the evening, they should take fire from the altar 
and offer incense of sweet spices. They should never 
use any other fire. It seemed easy enough to obey. 

One day two of Aaron’s sons, Nadab and Abihu, 
chose their own way. They partly obeyed, for they 
offered incense (show the picture-roll), but they didn’t 
use the fire which God had commanded, but took 
other fire. God was displeased, -and ‘‘there went 
out fire from the Lord, and deyoured them, and they 
both died.” Moses called two men to carry them out 
and bury them, and told Aaron and his other two 
sons not to leave the tabernacie to mourn for them. 
All the people were grieved. (Develop the story 
more fully.) 

Perhaps drinking had made them careless and dis- 
obedient, for God sent this message to Aaron and his 
two sons that were left, ‘‘Do not drink wine nor 
strong drink when ye go into the tabernacle, lest ye 
die,” etc. 

We have learned how clean everything had to be, 
and how particular everybody had to be about the 
tabernacle and its service, because it was God’s 
house. Our pledge verse says : 








** My body is a tempie, 
To God it does belong ; 
He bids me keep it tor his use, 
He wants it pure and strong. 
Whatever harms my body 
I must not use at ali ; 
Tobacco is one hurtful thing, 
And so is alcohol. 
Into my mouth they shall not go ; 
When tempted I will answer ‘ No.’ 
And every day I'll watch and pray, 
‘Lord, keep me pure and strong alway.’ ’’ 


How caretul mother i$ that the food and clothes 
for your body shall be clean! How often she cleans 
the house! (Mention some of the warnings against 
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things that are dangerous—cards on houses where 
* there is scarlet fever, diphtheria, etc.; red lanterns 
on streets which are being repaired, warnings at 
railroad crossings, labels on bottles of medicines, 
etc.) The waving of a red flag always means dan- 

er. (Sketch a flag, and write ‘* Danger.’’) Such a 

ag ought to wave before every saloon, because so 
much danger comes through using Wine and Strong 
Drink. (Add these words.) If the railroad engineer 
uses them, there is danger of a wreck and many 
‘deaths ; if the watchman uses wine and strong drink, 
there is danger that he may be asleep when he should 
be awake ; if a young man uses them, there is dan- 
ger that he may take his vie ge! bode money to pay for 
them ; ifa father uses them, there is — that he 
will abuse or neglect his family ; if a child begins to 
use them, there is danger that he will form a habit 
which may drag him down to a drunkard’s death. 
Keep away from danger. 


. ** Vield not to temptation, ' 
For yielding is sin,’’ etc, 


Best remedy for disorderly conduct: remove the cause of 
disorderly conduct,—stop lgquor-selling, Since the sale of 
liquor has been stopped in a city of almost one hundred 
thousand people, “ days pass without a single arrest, a 
thing unheard of when saloons were open.”’ 


tae 
My Class of Boys 


_ By Eugene C. Foster 


Y BOYS are now widely scattered for a brief 

time, and it will be at least two weeks before 

I come in contact with some of them again, — 

and then in a summer camp for boys. But this will 

not mean that I shall be out of touch with them. In- 

deed, when the scholar or teacher is away from the 

city there is, frequently, a very choice opportunity 

for the best kind of teaching,—by letter, or other 
reminder. 

I shall have opportunity to teach the lesson about 
Nadab and Abihu, but not in time to tell how it was 
taught for this issue. Hence I shall have to confine 
myself to my teaching notes of howI shall hope to 
teach this passage. 

Of course, the sin of Nadab.and Abihu will be 
understood only when seen against the proper back- 
ground, so.we will look for.a few minutes at the ways 
in which the various sacrifices were acceptably made. 
It would be folly fo consume a great amount of time 
with minor details. Surely I, as the teacher, should 
be able to give a brief outline of the way in which 
the sacrifices were made, and this picture of mine 
should be invested with real interest, such as will 
make these live boys hungry to see what else tran- 
spired. But what a pity it would be to take twenty- 
five minutes for the details of the offering, and five 
minutes only for the real heart of the lesson. 

‘© And Nadab and Abihu said,‘ We’ll do it ovr way, 
not God’s way.’” That’s the way*the first verse 
reads tome. But the end of that way was sudden 
death. ‘‘ They were fools,” some one will say. Oh, 
well, let’s see. Were they any more foolish than 
some other folks we know? Here’s a fellow exalted 
toa high position in a bank; gets to drinking. One 
day, while his mind is clouded, he steals the funds. 
He’s caught and imprisoned. He steps from the 
exalted station to a prison cell! Foolish Nadab! 

Here’s a man-who drinks till his home is left cold 
and desolate, and his wife sits by a fireless stove and 
holds the body of their dead baby. From the place 
of reason enthroned to the place of reason and pride 
and love brutally murdered! Foolish Abihu! ; 

Do the drunkards come only from the slums? Oh, 
no. Nadabs and Abihus by the thousand come 
from the ‘‘ best families.’’ Your family and mine 
may furnish some victims if you and I dally and 
tamper with the stuff. Indeed, the saloon stands in- 
‘vitingly open for you boys. Don't be fooled by its 
promises and bright interior. It’s the gate to hell. 

But I see in this lesson a particularly fine teaching- 
point for my boys. If wine and strong drink are not 
to be used: when our best work is to be done, why to 
be used at any time? The fellow who justifies occa- 
sional indulgence by saying, ‘‘ Oh, the effects soon 
wear off,” furnishes a splendid argument for total 
abstinence. There’s only one ground on which I 
want my boys to stand—that’s teetotalism. I know 
of no compromise. Where we stand socially is no 
safeguard. Nadab and Abihu had been exalted for 
priestly service. 

It's an old lesson, previously taught in our class, 
that when we depart from God’s way of doing things, 
we are punished, though not always by instant 
death. 

God calls for a sacrifice of prayer and thanksgiv- 
ing. Dowe try to offer as a substitute some ‘“‘ strange 
fire” ? Shall we offer our prayers to him while our 
breaths are laden with the fumes of one of earth’s 
most blighting curses ? 

In a certain collection of very ancient relics will be 
found a stone bearing a prayer to a heathen god, and 
the one who offered this prayer tells his god that he 
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.with those who break every law of God and 
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has inscribed it on a costly piece of lapis-lazuli. In 
truth, however, he has substituted a cheap stone for 
the one he mentions, and tries thus to cheat his god. 
Have we offerings for our God ? Shall we offer them 


with clouded brain and bleared eyes and _ thick 


tongues? Isn't that ‘‘ strange fire”? 

Of course, we have a lesson of obedience here; the 
disobedient boy is the boy who breaks some rule or 
aw. Rum makes law-breakers; always did do so, 
and always will. It turned Nadab and Abihu from 
ordained priests into law-breakers; it fills our jails 
man, 
Would you be. absolutely free of its clutches? Let 
it absolutely alone. ‘‘It is better to be safe than 
sorry.” 

PHILADELPHIA, 

% 


There is a rising tide of sentiment against the tobacco 
habit. Syracuse University, New York, distributes each 
year many scholarships ; but in: awarding them holds. to 
this rule: ** No student who is addicted to the use of to- 
bacco will receive this scholarship.”’ 


or od 
The Young Folks’ Class 


By A. E. Dunning, D.D. 


HE book of Leviticus is copeaielty concerned 
with the priesthood, and with the methods and 
spirit of public worship. It. expresses the 

priestly mind of Israel.at its best, and prescribes 
rules of living in obedience to which the people could 
worship God ba tag J in his temple. Read chapters 
8-10. For purposes ‘of spiritual instruction we may 
take these chapters describing the consecration of 
Aaron and his sons as following the record in Exo- 
dus of the completion of the tabernacle. Exodus 
29 : I-37 gives the instructions which are in these 
chapters described as carried out. The passage 
chosen for our lesson teaches these three things : 

The Sinfulness of Unhallowed Worship (vs. 1, 2). 
The Hebrew religion taught that all time, all prop- 
erty, and all the life of the Hebrews belonged to Je- 
hovah. ‘That was a fundamental truth applied to 
all the members of the nation, which was a theocracy. 
But that ideal was far from being realized, and to 
keep it before the people the ceremonial law admin- 
istered by the priests made a distinction between the 
holy and.the commen, he clean.and the unclean 
(vs. 10, 11). ~ All the land*df Israél belonged to Jeho- 
vah, but the place on which the tent containing the 
Ark of the Covénant stood’ wad’ set apart as abso- 
lutely holy. All time was his, but the Sabbath and 
festival days were separated from other time for his 
worship. All the people were his, but certain per- 
sons were consecrated to appear before him in behalf 
of the people, and the ways in which these persons 
were to conduct worship in their behalf were exactly 
prescribed. One of these ceremonies was the burn- 
ing of incense before Jehovah. Two of the priests, 
Nadab and Abihu, in performing this ceremony, 
kindled the incense in their censers by fire different 
from that which had been appointed. They diso- 
beyed God, as they represented the people in the act 
of worshiping him. hat was sacrilege, and imme- 
diately they were smitten with death, It meant 
that the worship of disobedient souls is repulsive to 
God. Read Isaiah 1: 13-17. This was Saul’s sin, 
which was punished by his rejection from his office 
(1 Sam. 15: 22, 23). This sin in worship, Jesus said, 
exposed one committing it to ‘‘ danger of the hell of 
fire’’ (Matt. 5 : 22-24). 

A Sanctified Ministry (vs. 3-7). Aaron was forbid- 
den to show any sign of mourning over the death of 
his two sons, and his remaining sons were not al- 
lowed to express their sorrow for the death of their 
brothers. They were hallowed men standing before 
the people in the name of Jehovah, and even their 
natural affection must be suppressed lest it should 
seem to imply that Jehovah had acted unjustly. But 
the people were expected to mourn (v. 6). The 
anointing oil of Jehovah was not on them. The 
event would teach them that their priests were differ- 
ent from them as the tabernacle was different from 
the tents in which they lived, and the Sabbath was 
different from other days. 

Holy Worship and Service (vs. 8-11). Three 
reasons were given why priests should not drink wine 
nor strong drink when they were officiating in the 
house of God: that their own lives might be pre- 
served, that they. might keep before the people a dis- 
tinction between the holy and the common, and that 
they might teach the people the statutes which ]eho- 
vah. had given to them. The temptation to drink 
may have been greater than usual at that time, be- 
cause they were instructed to offer strong drink unto 
Jehovah (Num. 28 : 7, 8.) 

The sum of the lessons from this passage of the 
ancient law-book of the Hebrews is that if any peo- 
ple are to have God dwell with them they must have 
hallowed houses to assemble in, hallowed days for wor- 
shiping him, and hallowed persons to lead their wor- 
ship. All good citizens are in duty bound to do their 
part in the service of providing the means for wel- 
coming God to dwell with them. Sobriety is essen- 
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tial in the priest's office, and as all the people worship 
God in sincerity they will cherish the sobriety which 
is abstinence from strong drink that they may gain 
the ideal when they all shall become unto him ‘‘a 
kingdom of priests, and a holy nation.” 


Boston, 
ie 
The Adult Bible Class 


By Professor Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 


The Sin of Nadab and Abihu 
I, THe GENERAL PREPARATION (Lev. 10- I-11). 


The structure and purpose of Leviticus are unique. 
It is essentially a law book, laying down the details 
of religious ritual. These precepts are well worthy 
of attention and study for the light which they cast 
upon the — at its best. As McFadyen has 
said, th st defense of the priesthood of Israel is 
their code as given in Leviticus, and their hymnal, 
the Psalter. The book of Leviticus consists of a 
series of laws more or less clearly arranyed in sec- 
tions. These may be grouped under four general 
heads: the laws relating to sacrifice (chaps. 1-7); those 
describing the details of the proper. consecration and 
service of the priesthood (8-10); laws concerning the 
clean and the unclean (11-16); the ‘‘ Law of Holi- 
ness’’ (17-26). There is an extra chapter, not be- 
longing to the last section, which treats of vows. 

The section to which this lesson belongs is that one 
which treats of the rites of consecration of the priests 
to their office. It is a continuation of the fortieth 
chapter of Exodus, which prescribes the method of 
inducting Aaron and his sons into the priestly office. 
Chapter 8 deals with their consecration: the washing, 
the investiture, the anointing, the sin-offering, and 
the burnt-offering. Chapter 9 describes the first sac- 
rificial service at which the newly consecrated priests 
officiated, the benediction being followed by the ap- 
pearance of the glory of Jehovah. Chapter 10 includes 
the first instance of a violation of these laws of wor- 
ship, and its sudden punishment (vs. 1-7); the laws 
against the use of wine by officiating priests (8-11); 
instructions regarding the share of the meal-offering 
and of the peace-offering to be taken by the priests 
(12-15); and the notice of an error which was explained 
and forgiven (16-20). ; 

The episode which is made the basis for a temper- 
ance lesson cannot be certainly attributed to intoxi- 
‘cation, for there is no necessary connection between 

‘the paragraph relatirig to the violation of the law of 


» worship (iJuev. 10 ::1-7) and that:forbidding an officiat- 


ing priest to drink wine (10 : 8-11). 
may be significant. 

It is clear that Nadab and Abihu were careless in 
regard to their duties. They were given explicit in- 
structions, and for some reason ignored them, There 
was an important reason for honoring these instruc- 
tions exactly. The holiness and glory of Jehovah 
were involved. They well deserved their death. 

The prohibition of an officiating priest from drink- 
ing intoxicating drink was perfectly reasonable. The 
last two verses give the reasons for it. It would in- 
capacitate them from doing their duty in first-rate 
style. Their grave responsibilities lay in the making 
of distinctions. They had to maintain standards 
jealously. ‘They had to teach carefully. They were 
bound to avoid that which would prevent them from 
attaining their best. 

We are all responsible beings. We have duties to 
perform, achievements to carry through. God hasa 
right to claim ‘‘ our best.” 


But the sequence 


II. SUGGESTIONS FOR TIIE TEACHING OF THE LESSON. 


The explanation of this episode and of the prohibi- 
tion against drinking is to be found in the necessity 
of upholding the sacredness of things divine, and the 
equal necessity of serving God at our best. The 
Deuteronomic verse (Deut. 10: 12) well expresses the 
latter thought. God will not accept a partial or a 
grudging or a careless or indifferent service. Any- 
thing less than our best does him dishonor and us 
discredit, 

Importance of the Priestly Office. Think of the 
pinnacle to which the family of Aaron had been lifted, 
and the importance of their duties in relation to the 
successful maintenance of the religious life of the 


pores. 

he Sin of Nadab and Abthu. How is it described 
in verse 1? Wherein was the sin? Was there a spe- 
cial reason for exactitude in the ministration at the 
altar ? 

The Value o 
ligious life ? 
this value ? 

The Duties of the Priesthood. 
define their important duty ? 
interfere with its performance ? 

** Making Distinctions.” Some one has said that 
the greatest function of the human mind is discrimi- 
nation. Does not the injunction to the priesthood 
apply universally ? 

Giving God Our Best Selves. 1s that service to 
God which is less than our ablest service? Can we 
honor God in part ? 


Boston. 


Ritual. Has it a real value in re- 
Ss accuracy an essential to attaining 


How did verse 10 
How would drinking 
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ter than ever. 
to policy holders. 


Posted for Yourself 


You may think, or assume without thinking, that you 
know all about life insurance, but you don’t. 
think that you know what changes the New York laws 
have made in this great business, but it is doubtful if you 
You may think you know how cheaply insurance can 
be bought, but you would likely be surprised if you wrote to 


The Mutual 
Life Insurance 


Company 


for samples of the new Standard Form 
of policies. It would pay any man to get 
acquainted with the Mutual Life, long the largest and 
staunchest insurance company in the world, and today bet- 
Send for a copy of the Trustees’ address 
It is very plain and very interesting. 
Send for sample policies. : Get your information at 
first hand. Do your own thinking, but’ base your 

thinking on facts—up-to-date facts. 


The Time to Act is NOW. 


For the new forms of policies write to 
, The Mutual Life Insurance Company 
Of New York, N.Y, ... 
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Real Estate 


REAL ESTATE in Central Montana offers every 
feature that the homeseeker or investor can desire. 
Rich soil, ample rain fall, bountiful crops, good mar- 
kets, pleasant climate. New railroad. Large and small 
tracts. Judith Basin Realty Co., Moore, Montana, 








Motion Pictures 





MOTION PICTURE MACHINES, Film Views, | 
Magic Lanterns, Slides, and similar Wonders For 
Catalogue Free. We wy poy Magic Picture | 


Sale. 
Machines, Films, Slides, etc. 
bert Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


arbach, 809 Fil- 








Vacuum Caps 


OUR Vacuum Cap, when used a few minutes each 

day, draws the blood to the scalp, causing free 
and normal circulation, which stimulates the hair to a 
new, healthy growth.. Sent on trial under guarantee. 
Write for free particulars. ‘The Modern Vacuum Cap 
Co., 674 Barclay Block, Denver, Col. 








Savings Banks 


PER CENT and safety. We pay 5% on savings 
deposits. Our recognized strength and strict state 
bank laws guarantee safety. Write for free booklet, 





| * Banking by Mail.”” Pelham State Bank, Pelham, Ga. 





Agents Wanted 


CANVASSERS WANTED for Recent Books. Good 
chance for theological students and others to make 
money during the summer vacation season. Liberal 
commission. Address Babel, care of The Sunday 
School ‘Times office, 1031 Walnut Street, Phila., Pa. 


Financial 


Six PER CENT BONDS AT PAR secured by 
mortgages on farm lands estimated worth three 
times the loan. Bonds $1000, $500, $100. Int. semi- 
an. We turnish report of Hon. Elwood Mead of the 
Dept. of Agriculture, Washington, D. C. ‘Trowbridge 
& Niver Co., 404 1st Nat. Bank Bidg. Chicago. Con- 
sult Dun or Bradstreets for our standing. 

















To Your Convention and Return 





Without Money Cost 





HAT is the plain proposal in a nutshell. 


The publishers of The Sunday School 


‘Times can suggest to any one who would like to attend any state, county, or 
other convention, a plan by which the total expense of the journey will be 


assumed by ‘The Sunday School ‘limes in return for a definite, useful, and by no means 


difficult service. 





If you have decided to attend a convention, no matter where, why pay out your 
money for railroad fares, board, or incidental expenses ot any sort? And if the expense 
has seemed to stand in the way of your going, why not give us the opportunity of sug- 
gesting an easy and worthy plan directly in line with your Sunday-school work, and 
intended to relieve you of any question of expense ? 

Every day counts, and the days slip away quickly. 
simply saying, ‘* Please explain your convention-expense plan."’ 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 1031 WALNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


Send us a postal to-day, 











Temperance Questions 
Mrs. Zillah Foster Stevens . 


SUPERINTENDENT, ALA.—What inexpen- 
sive suitable for distribution. to my 
Sunday-school, will tell how employers feel 
about employees who use liquor ? 

** Pocket Leaflet, No.- 33, — Eniployers 
Prefer Total Abstainers,’’ published by the 


, National Temperance Society, 3 East 4 


Street. New York City. Price, 19 cents 
hendred, postpaid. i 
MISSION SCHOOL. — Please suggest some 
object lesson that will illustrate the 
temperance truth in the lesson for August 11,— 
something to catch the attention of my mission 
Sunday-school. 

Use a red flag, either drawing one om -the 
board with red crayon, or making one ‘from 
red calico. Talk about red flags as danger- 
signals, pointing out that only those who are 
**not wise’’ ignore these warning signals. 
On this red flag draw with white crayon or 
paint in white letters God’s warning in Le- 
viticus 10 : 9,—‘* Drink no wine nor strong 
drink.’’ Give reasons, or, better, get the 
scholars to give reasons for this warning. 





INTERNATIONAL FIELD WORKER.—What 
will give nie up-to-date tem sta 
especially those showing the advance of the 
temperance movement ? 

Get these two booklets, both packed full 
of fresh information, in. a condensed and 
corvenient form : 

1: ** Report for 1907 of the . Permanent 
Committee on Temperance in the Presby- 
terian Chirch,’’ obtained from the Rev. 
John F. Hill, 72 Conestoga Building, Pitts- 
burg, Pa. Price, 6 cents in stamps. 

2. ** The National Temperance Almanac,”’ 
obtained from National Temperance Society, 
3 East 14th Street, New York City. Price, 
1o cents. Of course the very latest facts are 
best obtained from a special temperance 
paper, such as the National Advocate, New 
York City; The American Issue, Colum- 
bus, O.; The Union Signal, Evanston, IIl. ; 
The Home Defender, Chicago; The Twen- 
tieth ‘Century ‘Quarterly, Reform Bureau, 
Washington, D, C. 





MEN’s CLASS.—I notice that our Golden 
Text for August 11 is, ‘‘ Wine is a mocker,”’ 
etc. ‘Without any feeling of irreverence, I 
must confess that that particular text, tor my 
class, is worn threadbare. Can you suggest 
any and timely application of it that 
would interest young men ? 

That verse ends, ** whosoever is deceived 
thereby is not wise.’? Spend little time dis- 
cussing ‘‘ wine’’ and ‘‘ strong drink.’? Most 
young men are perfectly familiar with the et- 
ects of these liquors. The drink that is ‘‘ de- 
ceiving ’’ the great mass of people nowadays is 
beer. The brewers of the country are push- 
ing with organized effort and with unlimited 
money, a ‘* Campaign of Education,’’ whose 
purpose is to teach our people to ‘‘ consider 
beer as food, and as a necessity for public 
health and good.’?’ Many who are “‘ not 
wise ’’ are ** deceived ’’ by these false claims 
made in behalf of beer. The true character 
oi beer is shown in a United States Govern- 
ment document entitled ‘*‘ Senate Document 
on Moral Legislation, No. 150, 58th Con- 
gress, 2d Session.’? It can be most conve- 
niently obtained from the Reform Bureau, 
Washington, D.C. Price, 35 cents per 
hundred. 





TEMPERANCE COMMITTEE. — We observe 
quarterly Temperance Sundays in our school, 
but there is too much “* sameness” about our 
programs. Each temperance program seems 
a monotonous repetition of every other. How 
can we change this ? 

Perhaps you try to cover the whole great 
temperance question in each program, and 
so make it too general, instead of presenting 
one thought in a clear-cut and complete 
manner. Temperance is too big a subject 
to be covered in any one program. To 
avoid  ‘*sameness,’’ plan’ the temperance 
programs ‘for a year in advance, in each 
program dealing with some one special 
phase of this many-sided subject. For 
example, in one program focus the whole 
thought of every number on some one matter, 
such as *‘ Beer: Its Effects on Body, Brain, 
and Character.’’ Next time let every part 
of the program bear on ** Pledges and Pledge- 
Signers,’’ or ‘* Cigarette-Using,’” or ** Absti- 
nence for My Own Sake and for the Sake of 
Others,’’ or ** The Saloon: What we Gain 
and Lose by it.’”” But whatever aspect of 
the matter is selected, be sure that fresh, up- 
to-date facts are gathered and presented. 
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You need a temperance superintendent to 
take care of this special work. 


Ask Marion Lawrance! 





NEW HAVEN, CONN.—Do you consider it a 
just or wise plan for a church to request its 
Sunday-school to pay for part of the coal nec- 
essary to heat the building, using the argument 
that the school is a department of the church, 
and should bear its part of the expense ? 
many churches do this?—F, W. R. 

I think a certain portion of the offering of 
the Sunday-school should go to the regular 
church treasury, not so much to pay for coal 
as to apply on the pastor’s salary, though in 
reality it applies as much to one place as to 
another, ok 

When any church requires the school to 
pay a part of its own expenses simply be- 
cause it is a department of the church, and 
ought to do so, that church is not occupying 
the right relation to its own Sunday-school. 
I believe, however, that the school should 
help support the church as well as the church 
help pn the school. This will enable 
every scholar in the school to feel that he-has 
a sort of proprietary interest in the pastor, 
and that he is their pastor because he is ‘the 
pastor of the church, Ido not think many 
churches require the school to pay toward 
the church expenses, but some schools do it. 

Eyery school ought to contribute very lib- 
erally to missionary objects, éspecially those 
represented by its own denominational: 
bodies, Every school should likewise con- 
tribute something toward the support of the 
church and toward its own support. 





ALFRED, N. Y.—Will you please give me 
some suggestions as to texts suitable for a class 
of about the age of eighteen? The class is 
somewhat run down, and we have thought to 
renew and revive it by laying aside the Inter- 
national Lessons for a time and trying them on 
a course of **'The Life and ‘limes of Jesus"’ or 
** Lives of Old Testament Heroes" or :* Old 


Testament History " or something of that kind.’ 


—P. E.! 

Hf the interest of your young people cannct 
be revived by the proper use of the Interna-, 
tional -Lessons, it cannot’ be: revived ‘at ‘all. 
The lesson system has very little to do with 
it. All sort of lessons can be made interest- 
ing with the right sort of treatment. All of 
these lessons are taken from the Bible. It 
would be difficult to find any lesson pre- 
sented in any course which will not -yield to 
interesting treatment. Some, to be sure, are 
more easily treated than others, I suggest 
that your class be invited to your home to 
spend an evening. Serve some light refresh- 
ments, and, while seated about the table, in a 
familiar and conversational way talk over the 
interests of the class. Speak of the great 
things that may be accomplished by pulling 
together and creating an interest. Try to 
have the members bring in new pupils. I 
know of nothing that will quicken the life of 
a Sunday-school class like the addition of 
some new scholars, 


ROCK ISLAND, ILL.—A meeting of our Sun- 
day-school teachers has been called to consider 
the advisability of adopting a graded system 
in our Sunday-school, and while I am not the 
superintendent I want to be a little better 
posted as to plans of procedure. 

In making the first division into grades, what 
basis shall be used? Is it advisable to take the 
public school grading, including say two grades 
in a given class?) Or ought the entire school 
to be submitted to a written examination ? 

What about “‘ the boy who is hard to man- 
age,’’ and can be better controlled by one of the 
teacliers in another grade than by the one 
teaching the grade he should belong to? 

How frequently should promotions be made, 
and how determine a candidate's fitness ? 

Is it well to insist on rigid enforcement of 
any changes at first, or usually well to be grad- 
ual about it ?—E. C. E. 

I should proceed largely on the age basis, 
following as near as possible the public school 
grading. You will find that the age and the 
educational advancement keep pretty closely 
together in children and young people as a 
rule, 

I would have three years in each or the 
grading departments; namely, primary, 
junior, and intermediate. 

Written examinations are a good thing. 
It they are made the strict and only basis .or 
grading, however, you will have difficulty in 
plenty. In regard to exceptional cases they 
will have to be taken into account. 

-The best rule I know of in grading a Sun- 
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day-school is the rule of good judgment and 
common ‘sense. ° 
Ragin revry ought to be made once a year 
a regular time and with special features. 
I “should promote all that had arrived at a 
given age. If you have an. educational test 
also, I would promote with honor those who 
have done the required work, and those who 
have not, without honor or distinction of any 
kind. If you have diplomas or certificates 
to give out, give them to those who have 
completed the required work, and graduate 
from one department to the other with honor. 

I should insist on conforming to the condi- 
tions as strictly as possible, allowing for in- 
dividual exceptions. 

You will be helped by Dr. Hurlbut’s 
**Seven Graded Sunday-Schools,’’ and Mr. 
Axtell’s ‘* Grading the Sunday-School.’’ The 
books are sold for fifty cents each. 


—_ 
Charity in Flowers 


All children love flowers. Perhaps those 
who are so fortunate as to live in the country, 
who have flowers all about them, pay little 
heed to them. But the children of the city 
| tenements are hungry for the blossoms they 
| seldom see at closer range than the window 
| of the florist’s shop. Last summer a busi- 
ness man was given a bunch of violets-to take 
to his children. On his way home he passed 
through a tenement district. The sight of 
the flowers brought children from all sides, 
They begged for a single violet, or even for 
an opportunity to bury their noses in the 
fragrant flowers. With lavish hand the blos- 
soms were distributed to the rejoicing chil- 
dren. When the giver reached home he had 
nothing for his own children but the story of 
the violets and the joy of those who received 
them. 

The knowledge that flowers were so longed 
for by those unable to buy them has ied to 
the organizing in New York of the parent 
society of the National Plant, Flower, and 
Fruit Guild. Similar local societies have 
followed in. other cities. These societies 
gather fruits and flowers from: the country, 
and flowers from churches and homes deco- 
rated for weddings and receptions. They are 
distributed to the sick and poor in hospitals 


Guild gave out 365,853 bunches of summer 
flowers, 34,515 bunches of flowers from social 
functions, 8,990 plants, 1,484 bulbs, 4,115 
packages of seed, and 249 boxes of flowers. 
More than goo boxes of flowers were placed 
| in tenement houses, each at a price of’$1.25, 
paid by the applicant, or at a reduced price 
in deserving instances, 

Any responsible person may organize a 
| country branch of the National Guild, simply 
| by filling out and sending in the blank 
| furnished by Miss Ada T.- Fair, field 
| secretary, 70 Fifth Avenue, New York. Free 





panies under conditions made known to 
country branches of the parent society. 

| Many schools are already sending flowers 
‘to the hospitals and the sick. It is an annual | 
custom at the Walnut Street Presbyterian 
Sunday-school, Philadelphia, to collect flow- 
| ers on Children’s Day for the sick. The 
Presbyterian Sunday-school of Anchorage, 
| Kentucky, has also done effective work in 
| the hospitals of Louisville. 


% 
| Fifty Years in Sunday - School 


When the boy of seventeen hardens his 
heart against the appeals of the teacher who 
pleads with him to continue his attendance 
at Sunday-school, saying, *‘ I’m too old for 
Sunday-school ; T’ve been going for ten 
years now,”’ it is helpful to be able to point 
to men who have been members of the Sun- 
day-school for. fifty years, and who, at sev- 
enty or eighty years of age, are still in their | 
places every Sunday. Canadian subscribers | 
have recently told of two such men... Mr, 











H. J. Cundall, superintendent. of St. Paul’s | 
Charlottetown, P. E. I., has | 


, Church school, 
been attending this school for over seventy 
years, beginning with the primary class. 
Mr. William Kerr of Toronto has just en- 
| tered on his fifty-fourth year as a superinten- 
dent. His first service was in Glasgow, 
when—for two years—he was at the head of 
a mission school. On coming to Toronto, in 
1854, he became superintendent of St. James | 
Square Presbyterian school. After forty-one 
| years there he was chosen superintendent by | 
‘St. Enoch’s school. Probably both Mr. 





and homes that are wretched. Last year the | 


transportation is given by the express com- | 


SCHOOL TIMES 


Cundall and Mr. Kerr have heard hundreds 
of begs say they were too old -for Sunday- 
school, And they have certainly known 
many men who have—in after life—regretted 
leaving the Sunday-school when, at sixteen 
or seventeen, they became restless. 

Chicago, too, sends word of a Sunday- 
school attendant who, as pupil and officer, 
has completed a half century. Mr. John H, 
Tomlinson, long Assistant ‘Superintendent of 
the First ‘Baptist Sunday-school, joined the 
school June 21, 1857, on the first Sunday of 
his residence in the city. At a recognition 
service, held June 23, 1907, a gold badge— 
a ten-pointed star surrounded by a wreath— 
was presented to the veteran, 


+ 
An Appeal for Cleaner Dailies 


The friends of children and the home are 
determined that the “ apers shall be 
made more fit to read. tthe annual meet: 
ing of the Philadelphia ended of the Council 
of Jewish Women, resolutions were adopted 
deprecating the publication of the details of 
trials that are a menace to public morals, and 
promising to maintain a practical cfusade to 
thisend. Other influential bodies have since 
endorsed the protest. It is suggested that 
parents aid’in the campaign by giving prefer- 
ence to the cleanest papers available. 


’ 4 
Mystery Box Honor Roll 


(Supplementary Report) 





The following names were received too 
late for insertion in the Honor Roll for 
work done during the winter of 1907: 

Summa Cum Laude 


George B. Curtis, Pittsfield, Mass. 


Cum Laude 


Annie Belle Frost, Southbridge, Mass. 
Elizabeth Sanders, Southbridge, Mass. 
Mary L. Stebbins, Southbridge, Mass. 








<= 
Convention Calendar 
| Oklahoma, at Shawnee. .. . Ri 20-22 


Kentucky, at Madisonville Au 1 
South Carolina (colored), at 


Chester . August 28 to September 1 


d 
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ELGIN 
Era 


The watch by which the hour-to- 
hour progress of this remarkable age 
is timed. 

Used by men of action—women of 
initiative—people who don’t stop. 

An ELGIN WATCH is the favorite 
of the punctual—a companion of ideal 
habits. Grades differ—prices differ, 
according to jewels and metals. 

The G. M. WHEELER GRADE 
ELGIN is moderate in price, with a 
fame earned by years of service. 

“The Watch that's Made 
for the Majority.” 

Adjusted to temperature—with 17 
jewels and micrometric regulator. 

ELGINS of equal grade and 
reasonable price for ‘women—desir- 
able new m » 


ELOIN WATIONAL WATCH co., 
a oe ts RI Elgin, tl. 








| Arizona. at Prescott . October 
Massachusetts, at Lowell . . October 8-10 | 
International Executtve Com- if 
mittee, at Loui-ville.. - October 12-15 | 
Prince Edward Island. at —— . October 16, 17 
Ontario, at Brampton ; 
New Brunswick, at St. john . 
District of Columbia, at 
Washington . . . . October 28-30 
Michigan, at Kalamazoo . . November 13-15 
New te rsey, at F 'reehold . . November 19-21 





. October 23-25 


Meat or Cereals 
A Question of Interest to All Careful Persons 


Arguments on food are interesting. 
Many: persons adopt a vegetarian diet 
|on the ground that they do not like to 
| feel that life has been taken to feed them, 
| nor do they fancy the thought of eating 
| dead meat. 
On the other hand, too great consump- 
tion of partly cooked, starchy oats and 
| wheat or white bread, pastry, etc., pro- 
| duces serious bowel troubles, because 
| the bowel digestive organs (where starch 
| is digested), are overtaxed and the food 
|ferments, produces gas, and microbes 
generate in the decayed food, frequently 
bringing on peritonitis and appendicitis. 

Starchy food is absolutely essential to 
‘the human body. Its best form i is shown 

in the food ‘‘Grape-Nuts,” where the 
pe. is changed into a form of sugar 
} Curing the process of its manufacture. 
|In this way, the required food is pre- 
| sented to the system in a pre-digested 
form and is immediately made into 
| blood and tissue, without taxing the 
digestive organs. 

A remarkable result in nourishment is 
obtained; the person using Grape- Nuts 
gains quickly in physical and mental 
strength. Why in mental? Because the 
| food contains delicate particles of Phos- 
| phate of Potash obtained from the grains, 

and this unites with the albumen of all 
food and the combination is what nature 
uses to rebuild worn out cells in the 
brain. This is a scientific fact that can 
be easily proved by ten days’ use of 
| Grape - Nuts. ‘There’s a Reason.” 
' Read, ‘‘ The Road to Wellville,” in pkgs, 





. October 22-244" 



















Than 1S Beare 


Removes all odor of perspiration. De 

~ lightful after Shaving. Sold everyw' 

receipt of 25c. Get Mennen’s (the original). Sample 

GERHARD MENNEN COMPANY, Newark. NJ. 
TS 














St. Jude’s 


By Ian Maclaren 
With an Introduction by Ralph Connor 


A new book of short stories such 
as only lan Maclaren could 
write. Here we find the same 
humor and kindly satire that 
made *‘ Beside the Bonnie Brier 
Bush”’ unforgettable. 


Price, $1.25, postpaid. 


Send order to your bookseller, or 
direct to publishers, 
The Sunday School Times Company, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
William Briggs, Toronto, Ont., Can. 











WOULD YOU 
LIKE TO KNOW 


About each book we issue as soon as it comes 
out? We will gladly put your name on our 
Permanent Mailing List for book announce- 
ments. A postal card request will be sufficient. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CoO. 
1031 Wainut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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The Cook of Spotiess Town you see 
Who takes the cake as you'll agree, 
She holds it in her fingers now. 

It isa’t light—but anyhow 

*Twill lighten her domestic woe— 
A cake of plain SAPOLIO. 


Where there is good cooking the 
dresser will always be full of well kept 
tins and cooking utensils. Every thing 
from muffin rings to the heavy baking 
pans can be scoured with 


SAPOLIO 


till they look like new, and half the 
drudgery of cooking will be saved if 
there is never any accumulation of 
grease to fight. 














to dyspectits and sufferers 
fram weak stomachs. 
62 Years Successful Use. 
60s. & $1. at druggists or by mail. 
THE TARRANT CO,, 44 Hudson 8t., New York 








Take a Record 
See How Many Friends Are Hurt by Coffee 


It would be just as reasonable for a 
temperance advocate to drink a little di- 


luted whisky as to drink coffee, for-one | 


is as truly an intoxicant as theother, and 
persistence in the use of coffee brings on 
a variety of chronic diseases, notorious 
among which are dyspepsia, heart 
palpitation (ultimately heart failure), fre- 
quently constipation, kidne 
many cases of weak eyes and trembling 
condition of the nerves. 

These are only a few of the great 
variety of diseases which come from 
an unbalanced nervous system,caused b 
the persistent daily use of the drug, caf- 
feine, which is the active principle of cof- 
fee. Another bit of prima facie evidence 
about coffee is that the victims to the 
habit find great difficulty in giving it up. 

They will solen.nly pledge to them- 
selves day after da, *hat they will aban- 
don the use of it when they know that it 
is shortening their days, but morning 
after morning they fail, until they grow 
to despise themselves for their lack of 
self-control. 

Any one interested in this subject 
would be greatly surprised to make a 
systematic oo gaat“ among prominent 
brain workers. here are hundreds 
of thousands of our most prominent 
people who have abandored coffee alto- 
— and are using Postum Food Cof- 

ee in its place, and for the most excellent 
reasons in the world. Many of them 
testify that ill health, nervous prostra- 
tion, and consequent inability to work, 
has, in times past, pushed them back and 
out of their proper standing in life, which 
they have been able to regain by the use 
of good health, strong nerves, and great 


vitality, since coffee has been thrown out | 
‘ There’s | 


and Postum put in its place. 
a Reason.” ead, ‘‘ The Road to Well- 
ville,” in pkgs., it has been called ‘“‘a 
health classic,” by some physicians. 


pe room 


troubles, | 


The Young Peaple’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





August 11, 1907. The Teachings of the 
Trees (Psa. 104 : 16-18; 1 : 1-6). 








Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.—The trees teach praise (1 Chron. 


16 : 29-34). 
‘TUES.—They teach God's care (Num. 


24 : 5-9). c 
WED,.—They teach probation (Matt. 3 : 
5-10). 
THURS.—Hypocrisy a sin (Mark 11 
12-14). 
Fri.—‘' A green tree"’ (Psa. 37 : 29-36). 
Sat.—‘' Grafted on’’ (Rom, 11 : 16-24). 











Compare Christians to kind= of wood. 
What do the roots of the trees teach ? 
What do the fruits teach ? 


O TREE can be without roots, 
Some send their roots straight 
down; others spread their roots 

out wide; some strike down one great 
tap-root and spread out others. But 
every tree has to have its roots struck 
in somewhere. So must a life. If it 
has no deep, solid rootage, the storms 
will throw it down, and it can attain no 
} fulness of development while it stands. 
We should have our lives deep-rooted 
in God and in all the great truths and 
‘principles of God. He is the source of 
nourishment, and life and power draws 
eut from him into the men who are 
reoted and grounded in him. 


< 
And human life needs to be rooted in 
the earth, also, and to have the perma- 
nence and richness which love of the 
earth brings. As Henry Grady said: 


‘*The germ ef the best patriotism is in 
the love a man.has for the home he 
inhabit3, “the soil he tills, for the 


that stand in his pathway. The loye 
of home—deep-rooted and abiding—that 
blurs the eyes of the dying soldier with 
the visions of an old homestead amid 
green fields and clustering trees; that 
follows the busy man through the 
clamoring world, persistent, though put 
|aside, and at. last draws his tired feet 
from the highway, and leads him 
| through shady lanes and well-remem- 
bered paths until, amid the scenes of 
| his boyhood, he gathers up the broken 
, threads of his life and owns the soil his 
conqueror —this—this lodged in the 
| heart of the citizen is the saving princi- 
| ple of our government.” 





% 
|. The trees testify to us of God’s care 


in constant change. The trees are 
| never twice the same. Each year the 
leaves come out afresh, but they are 
new leaves and never twice arranged in 
the same way. Each year the leaves 
fade and fall, and the tree that was 
green and full is naked and gray. But 
the tree is ever in God’s care, and even 
when at last its death comes, the forces 
| that were in the tree go out into the 
universe and are not lost. God wastes 
no force. We may be sure that life of 
man is dearer to him than life of tree 
and as truly in his care, 

| < 

|. .With trees, as with men, worth and 
| service are not always proportionate to 
| appearance and show. The tree with 
| most abundant flowers does not always 
yield the greatest fruit, and quality does 
‘not always go with size. And with 
trees, as with men, some sternness of 
discipline is best. The trees which grow 
| on the western slope of the Coast Range 
|in California are said to give better 
| timber than those on the East, because 
the former have had to stand up to the 
lashing of the sea winds, and have 








grown firmer of fiber by the resistance | 


they have shown. 
b 


| Up. Whether on level ground or on 
| steep hillside, it lifts itself up perpen- 
dicularly into the sky. It lifts its arms 


trees that’ give him shade, and the hills: 





and spreads out all its branches towards 


| sun and rain, which feed and, fondle it. 
| It cannot grow all u 
| above ground. [i 
| from sight; and it néeds 


out visibly without émbarrassment. Nor 


| can we dispénse with that without which 


the tree would die. 
5 4 


Jesus was very fond of the trees. He 
lived among, them and talked under 
them, and off one he died. As Sydney 


| Lanier sings in one of his sweetest 


poome, ‘*A Ballad of Treeg and the 
aster”: 


** Into the woods my Master went, 
Clean forspent, forspent ; 
Into the woods my Master came, 
Forspent with love and shame. 
But the olives they were not blind to him ; 
The little gray leaves were kind to him; 
The thorn-tree had a mind to him 
When into the woods he came. 


** Out of the woods my Master went, 
And he was well content. 
Out of the woods my Master came, 
Content with death and shame. 
When death and shame would woo him 

last, 

From under the trees they drew him last ; 
’Twas on a tree they slew him—last, 
When out of the woods he came.”’ 








WINNE 


MORTGAGE CO. 


OF WICHITA, KANSAS 
Paid-Up Capital, $250,000 


Offers at par and accrued interest, payable on 
demand 


5% SERIES “ dD” 
LAND CREDIT BONDS 


~~~ “Denominations: 
» $100, $200, $250, $300, $500, 
1,000, $2,500, $5,000; and $10,000. 


These bonds, plus accrued interest, will be 
cashed at any time upon presentation. 

The business of this company was established 
in 188. Since that time up to December 3, 
1906, it has negotiatéd $5,447,135.1 
loans. No investor ever lost a doit 
quired a foot of land in foreclosure. 


The Winne Mortgage Co. }ishita, 
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x 
Helps the Wagon up 
the Hill 


The load seems lighter—Wagon 


and team wear longer—You make 
more money, and have more time 
to make money, when wheels are 


—The longest wearing and most 
satisfactory lubricant in the world. 


(Lesson for Aug. 11) JULY 27, 1907 





Give Protection to your 
dear ones. Sign an Ap=- 
plication FO-DAY fora 
Policy of Life Insurance 


The. 
Prudential 


The Company That Stands the Test 


“— 


PRUDENTIAL — 


Sa 


4s 
en 
GIBRALTAR 


Rev. T. DeWitt Talmage, D. D., wrote 
interestingly on *The Crime of Not Insur- 
ing." Send for Free Copy. Dept. 126. 


The Prudential 


Insurance Co. of America 


Incorporated as a Stock Company 
by the State of New Jersey 


John F. Dryden 
President 











Home Office: 
Newark, N. 
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HARTSHORN 
SHADE ROLLERS 


Bear the script name of Stewart 
Hartshorn on label. 


Get ‘* improved,’’ no tacks required 





The right growth of a tree is straight | 


Wood Rollers Tin Rollers 















The fact that The Sunday School Times 
declines anywhere from _ $10,000 to 
$20,000 of advertising in a year rightly 
strengthens the subscribers’ con nce 
= = advertisements that are not de- 

ned. 
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Temperance Leaflets 


The Boy in the Bible 
and Another Boy 


A temperance service in song and story. 
5 cents each ; 12 pages. 
Wanted—An Answer 

2 cents each; fifty ur more at $1.00 a hun- 
dred ; 12 pages. 





Cigarettes: A Perilous 
intemperance 


2 cents each; fifty or more at $1.00 a hun- 
; 6 pages. 
Supplemental Temperance 
Lessons : 


Reading Exercises for the 
Sunday -School 
Four of these are published, any one of 
ich may be used on Temperance Sunday, 
or at amy other time, by the school or class 
2 cents each ; fifty or more at $r.0o a hundred: 


Making Every Scholar a 
Temperance Worker 

10 cents a dozen; 75 cents a hundred. 
The Question of Tobacco 


2 cents each ; or mom copies at $1.00 a 
hundred. = ° 


All of the abdve prices include postage 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
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